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Unsafe Food and Food Safety prevention in Cambodia
Food poison is a common problem that noted that food poisoning
could cause stomachache, diarrhea and vomiting, and in some cases it
may lead to death. The food products that are unclean, bacteria,
viruses, and parasites or toxic chemicals cause to food-borne illnesses
or long-term illnesses such as cancer.
In 2010, Cambodia was identified as one of 29 food insecure
countries in the world, unsafe food is one of the most important issues
that Cambodia must pay attention to.1 There are many cases of food
poisoning spread this year. In May 2018, 58 children and 22 women
in Kratie Province were effected by food poisoning, which was
caused by snacks, bread with butter, sausage and aggs. 2 Recently,
there was a case in Tboung Khmum Province, nearly 40 students were
in the hospital after breakfast in the school canteen and they
experienced headaches, vomiting and fatigue.3
In order to respond to unsafe food, it requires to strong support and
participation of all relevant stakeholders. Government ministries are
involved in managing food safety and food quality, including the
Ministry of Health has responsibility for all public health matters,
preventing the distribution of safety food products and integrity of
foods for sale in country by Ministry of Commerce.4 The Ministry of
Education Youth and Sport will include food safety into the school
curriculum as part of health education and also provide training for
food safety for teachers, students and parents. 5 In addition, WHO
Cambodia provides support to the health ministry and other ministries
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