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General	Information	on	Programme	
 

Overall Objective/s 

To promote and protect human rights through rigorous research, quality education and 

greater cooperation in Cambodia. 

Projects/Components 

1. Academic Component 

Partner Organisation/s 

- Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law Office in Cambodia 

- Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) 

- Australian Volunteers for International Development (AVID),  

- Pannasastra University of Cambodia (PUC) 

- International Committee of the Red Cross Cambodia (ICRC) 

- Gender Center of Graduate Institute of International Development Studies, 

Switzerland 

- The Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany 

- The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia 

- Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia 

- The University of Victoria, Canada 

Reporting Period 

1 January – 31 December 2018 

Funding Agency/-ies: 

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)/Embassy of Sweden in 

Cambodia/Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law Office in 

Cambodia 

Budget during the Reporting Period 

SEK 755,000 

USD 88,805 
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Executive	Summary	
  

This Report details the Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law (CSHL) achievements and 

successes for 2108 as well as the challenges faced and the opportunities ahead.  It also outlines 

the Center’s contribution to human rights and humanitarian law in Cambodia. 

In 2018 CSHL increased its research, training, publication, teaching and human rights awareness 

raising outputs.  The Raoul Wallenberg Institute remains the major funding body for CSHL 

contributing approximately two thirds of its operating expenses.  However, the Center is 

increasingly attracting additional funding from other sources in order to increase its output.  

The Center’s researchers produced five papers for international and regional publications in 2018.  

High profile publication outputs by Center staff included: The Victimhood after Mass Atrocity 

(VaM) project; and two papers contributing to a book proposal under the DEMETER project.  VaM 

is a collaboration with the, Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany and was successfully concluded 

during the year.  2018 was the first year of the DEMETER research agreement with the Graduate 

Institute-Geneva.  Three book projects by CSHL staff are planned for 2019. 

The success of CSHL researcher trained Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) Moot court 

competition teams, demonstrates the quality of human rights legal training provided by Center 

staff, at the highest level.  At the Geneva Moot the RULE team achieved Third Best Memo whist at 

the Nuremberg Moot the team was placed in the Top 16 and ranked 4th in the general round 

In 2018 teaching and training remained a core CSHL activity.  The Center staff continued to teach 

all human rights and humanitarian law courses in the English Language based bachelor of Law 

(ELBBL) faculty RULE.  The Clinical Legal Education program develops practical legal skills for law 

students and emphasises the importance of the role of the legal profession in supporting legal aid 

services and access to justice in Cambodia.  The Professional Legal Skills training is available to 

selected CLE students with a focus on legal ethics and analysis, problem-solving and 

communications skills and interview techniques.  CSHL staff conducted a series of training 

workshops on Legal Framework on Freedom of Expression and Internet Freedom in Cambodia for 

Cambodian lawyers, judicial officers, law students and relevant practitioners.  The Director of CSHL 

trained research staff at the Cambodian National Assembly to develop their research capacity and 

skills to serve Members of Parliament. 

The use of CSHL library resources and training provided by the librarian continued to expand in 

2018.  A new repository system was set up for the Center’s online library with enhanced access to 

online human rights resources. 
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The 4th Annual Conference on Comparative Human Rights Law provided an opportunity for 

researchers to share their findings, present their papers and promote and increase awareness of 

human rights.  In 2018 the public lecture series continued to provide a forum for visiting academics 

to present their findings on human rights related research.  A CSHL promotional video produced 

in 2018 raises awareness of human rights whilst promoting the research and teaching activities of 

the Center. 

Late in 2018 a volunteer mentor was appointed to assist the Director with organizational 

development activities leading into 2019.  Enhanced strategic planning, governance and 

transparent financial arrangement are anticipated outcomes.   

2018 has seen the Center continue to successfully promote the understanding of human rights 

and international humanitarian law through rigorous research and high-quality education. 

 

1.	Activities	implemented	during	the	Reporting	Period	

 
Throughout 2018, CSHL implemented all planned activities successfully, as laid out in the 

Cooperation Agreement between RWI and CSHL.  In addition to the agreed activities, CSHL 

continued to make remarkable progress on its research activities, training, increased cooperation 

as well as its overall operation, especially strengthening its integration process into RULE.  Any 

additional activities listed below are the result of CSHL’s expanded operation and cooperation with 

other partners, which support its long-term vision to become the leading university-based 

research center in the field of human rights and humanitarian law in Cambodia.  These additional 

activities did not incur any expense on the agreed budget. 

 

During 2018, the following activities were successfully implemented:  

 

Activity 1 – Research and Publications 

In 2018 CSHL continued to make substantial progress in its research activities and publications, 

which address contemporary human rights issues facing Cambodia.  The following described 

CSHL’s core research activities which excluded innumerable meetings with international and local 

researchers and potential partners. 

Activity 1.1 - Participating in the 5th RWI Regional Research Initiative 2018 

In 2018 CSHL’s researcher and librarian were accepted to participate in the 5th Regional Human 
Rights Research Initiative, organized annually by RWI.  The themes of this year’s initiative included 

economy globalization, environment and sustainable development in addition to RWI’s core 
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themes on inclusive societies, people on the move, fair and social justice, and gender quality.  In 

the course of this program, the two researchers along with other researchers from Cambodia and 

Asia-Pacific countries such as Myanmar, China, Indonesia, Nepal and Pakistan received two 

training workshops on human rights research methodology conducted by RWI’s senior 

researchers.  The first workshop was conducted from 26-30 March in Bangkok, Thailand, with the 

focus on building research capacity of participants in research methodology, academic writing, 

building strong arguments, and writing research abstracts.  The second workshop was held in 

Jakarta, Indonesia, from 11-13 September 2018.  The participants were required to develop their 

research drafts and submit them for presentation and peer reviews at the second workshop.  As a 

result, CSHL’s researcher and librarian produced: 

- Muy Seo Ngouv & Elisabeth Prügl. Gender mainstreaming in food security policy in 

Cambodia. 

- Sophorn Tuy. Impacts of hydropower dam to women’s rights: Case of lower season 2 (LS2) 

hydropower dam, Kbal Romeas village, Stengtreng province, Cambodia. 

Activity 1.2 - The VaM Project with the Philipps-Universität Marburg 

The VaM project studied the understanding of victim’s perception of justice and reconciliation in 

Cambodia and the influence of their inclusion in the transitional justice process.  The project was 

implemented over a period of 13-months since the agreement signing in October 2017.  The 

research used a mixed method approach for its analysis based on both qualitative and quantitative 

data collected across 25 provinces and cities in Cambodia from 29 January until 7 June 2018.  The 

first phase of data collection involved a survey between January and April 2018 with 439 victims 

of the Khmer Rouge, selected using stratified random sampling.  Respondents included an array 

of different civil parties, who participated to various degrees in the ECCC proceedings, especially 

civil party applicants whose applications had been rejected.  The second phase was conducted as 

a follow-up through in-depth interviews with 65 of these individuals based on their responses, in 

order to gain their detailed insights and wider perspectives.  Expert opinions were also sought 

through 21 interviews with transitional justice professionals in Phnom Penh in early 2018. 

As a result, the VaM project was concluded with publication of the research report: 

- Williams, Timothy, Julie Bernath, Boravin Tann and Somaly Kum. 2018. Justice and 

reconciliation for the victims of the Khmer Rouge? Victim participation in Cambodia’s 

transitional justice process. Marburg: Center for Conflict Studies; Phnom Penh: Center for 

the Study of Humanitarian Law; Bern: swisspeace. 

One of the aims of the VaM project was also to support researchers to present the research 

findings at various international and national academic conferences.  In this regard, the VaM’s 

researchers including CSHL’s researcher participated in the 2018 European Consortium on Political 
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Science (ECPR) General Conference, hosted by the University of Hamburg from 22-25 August 2018, 

to present their preliminary findings of the project.  A special workshop was also convened at the 

Center for Conflict Studies at Philipps-Universität Marburg to share the findings and receive 

constructive feedbacks from fellow researchers at the center. 

The final research report was then first distributed at the project’s final workshop on 29 November 

2018, which allowed all the researchers in the project to present their research findings to 

approximately 35 relevant stakeholders.  The report brief was also widely distributed at the 4th 

CSHL Annual Academic Conference on 15 December 2018 in which the Center’s researcher in this 

project presented the research findings to the conference participants. 

Activity 1.3 - The DEMETER Project with the Gender Center of Graduate Institute of International 
Development Studies - Geneva 

In January 2018, CSHL signed a 3-years research agreement with the Gender Center of Graduate 

Institute of International Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland, to implement the second 

phase of the DEMETER project, as one of its international partners.  The DEMETER project 

examines changes in food security and agrarian transformation in the wake of land 

commercialization in Cambodia and Ghana from a right to food and gender equality perspective.  

As a partner under this project the Center’s director and researcher are required to conduct in-

depth research and to co-author with international researchers from Ghana and Switzerland as 

well as publish articles in international journals.  The Center’s researchers work under the 

supervision of international senior researchers and participate in various international research 

seminars and conferences.  To date, the Center’s researchers have co-authored three research 

papers in the following: 

1. Muy Seo Ngouv and Elisabeth Prügl. Gender Mainstreaming in Food Security Policy in 

Cambodia. 

2. Kimsan Soy and Muy Seo Ngouv. Impacts of Social Land Concessions on Right to Food and 

Gender Equality in Cambodia. 

The two papers contribute to a book proposal under the DEMETER project, titled “Agricultural 
Commercialization, Gender Equality and the Right to Food”, which contains 12 chapters divided 

into three sections, involving approximately 15 researchers of the DEMETER research team from 

Ghana, Cambodia and Switzerland.  Routledge Studies in Food, Society and the Environment was 

identified as a potential publisher for this book proposal. 

3. Joanna Bourke Martignoni, Peter Atupare, Aymara Llanque Zonta, Nicholas Orago, Muy 

Seo Ngouv, Adriana Bessa & Christophe Golay. Securing a Gender Equal Right to Food? 

Legislative Experiences from Bolivia, Cambodia, Ghana and Keny. 
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This paper is planned to submit to the Journal of Peasant Studies Forum.  The Center’s researcher 

contributed legal framework and perspectives related to gender and the right to food from 

Cambodia experience to this paper. 

On 4th - 7th June 2018, the DEMETER teams from Cambodia, Ghana and Switzerland met up in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  In the workshop, the Center’s director and researcher had the opportunity 

to present their research ideas surrounding the topic of gender equality and right to food in 

Cambodia for feedbacks and comments.  The DEMETER team also organized a public event at the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa where scholars came together to exchange ideas 

and debate on the issues of gender inequality, land commercialization and food security.  As part 

of this public event, the Center’s director presented a broad overview of the situation concerning 

gender equality and right to food in Cambodia. 

CSHL’s director and researcher also took the opportunity to visit the Center for Human Rights at 

Addis Ababa University, RWI’s partner in Ethiopia.  Both were given a short tour of the center and 

introduced some of the center’s projects by the center’s director.  After the tour, CSHL’s director 

and researcher also met with RWI’s regional staff and had a good discussion about the possibility 

of future collaboration in research and staff exchange program. 

Below were academic activities of the Center’s researchers as part of the implementation of the 

DEMETER project: 

- Had a meeting with Deputy Director General of Gender Equality and Economic 

Development at the Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MoWA) on the 14th of August 2018.  The 

visit aimed to establish working relationships and explore future cooperation between the 

two offices in research and capacity building training for Cambodian university students on 

gender equality and mainstreaming.  

- Presented the DEMETER’s paper on “Challenges to the Implementation of Laws and Policies 
on Gender Equality and the Right to Food in Cambodia” at the 5th International Conference 

on Human Rights and Peace & Conflict in Southeast Asia from 15-17 October 2018, 

organized by the Southeast Asian Human Rights and Peace Studies Network (SEAHRN), 

Ateneo de Manila University, Miriam College and University of the Philippines.  

- Presented the DEMETER’s paper on “Challenges to the Implementation of Laws and Policies 
on Gender Equality and the Right to Food in Cambodia” at the 4th CSHL Annual Academic 

conference on 15 December 2018 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.  During the conference, the 

Demeter Team also took the opportunity to introduce the Demeter Project to the 

participants and the Demeter’s research briefs were distributed. 
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Activity 1.4 - Book Project: Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies, 2nd Special Edition 
on Human Rights 2018, Published by Cambodian Society of Comparative Law 

In 2018 CSHL initiated the Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies, 2nd Special Edition 
on Human Rights for 2018.  This work is in collaboration with RWI and the Cambodian Society of 

Comparative Law and builds on the success of the 1st Special Edition.  At the time of writing this 

report, seven research papers have been collected and reviewed, four of which have been 

contributed by CSHL’s researchers and the other three by Cambodian researchers who 

participated in RWI Regional Research Initiative. 

- Boravin Tann.  The right to freedom of association of human rights defenders in the 

Kingdom of Cambodia. 

- Channraksmeychhoukroth Dany.  The Recognition of the Right to a Healthy Environment 

in Cambodia. 

- Chanthol Hay.  Labor Standard, Pays and Labor Rights in Cambodia: The Case of Garment 

Sector. 

- Muy Seo Ngouv & Joamets Kristi.  Child’s right to be heard and be represented in the 

criminal procedure: A comparative analysis of Estonian and Cambodian law. 

- Sophany San.  The Right to a Healthy Environment of Displaced People: A Study of Veal 

Sbov Community, Cambodia. 

- Sophorn Tuy.  Impacts of hydropower dam to women’s rights: Case of lower season 2 (LS2) 

hydropower dam, Kbal Romeas village, Stengtreng province, Cambodia. 

- Vandanet Hing.  Cambodian law enforcement: Crowd management. 

Activity 1.5 - Establishing CSHL Research Brief 

CSHL aspires to become the leading research center and set good examples to promote academic 

research and quality education in the field of international humanitarian law and human rights in 

Cambodia.  To achieve this goal, it is of great importance that the Center create its own journal.  

Having published papers in international and regional journals, the Center is very confident about 

the capacity of its researchers to contribute to its own high quality CSHL Research Brief 

publication.  The Research Brief initiative is practical, feasible and suitable for local academics and 

students.  It is shorter than a full research article and written in a simplified language with an 

attractive format.  The CSHL Research Brief is practical, faster and cheaper for public distribution 

than international publication that usually demands a painstaking process with limited freedom of 

distribution due to copyrights.  In December 2018, CSHL managed to release its first Research Brief 

and distributed it at its annual academic conference.  The Research Brief received overwhelming 

impressions from conference participants as another step forward. 
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Activity 1.6 - Attending International, Regional and Local Research Conferences 

In 2018, CSHL continued its commitment to publicize research findings and expand professional 

network by encouraging its researchers to attend and present their research findings at various 

international, regional and local conferences, some of which are mentioned in various sections 

throughout this report, in the following: 

The 15th ASLI Conference in Seoul, South Korea, from 10-11 May 2018 

With the generous support of RWI, CSHL continued to participate in the Asian Law Institute (ASLI)’s 

conference for the third time since 2016.  This year the 15th ASLI’s conference was organized by 

the Seoul National University School of Law, with the theme “Law into the Future: Perspectives 
from Asia”.  The conference is organized annually to serve as a platform of sharing for legal 

scholars, professors, and practitioners across the region of Asia as well as the world.  This year 

marked a significant increase of interest with the number of participants and presenters doubled 

from the previous year.  There were more than 300 participants from across the region, namely 

Australia, Indonesia, India, Japan, China, Singapore and Cambodia.  It also covered broad ranges 

of topics including, constitutional law, human rights law, children and law, environmental law, and 

migrant labour.  Those topics were highlighted as interests, challenges, concerns and prospects 

which countries in Asia are facing and will encounter in the future legal implementation and 

enforcement in their respective countries. 

This year, two CSHL’s researchers were selected to present their papers, one of which was 

developed as part of RWI Research Initiative program, on the following topics: 

- Boravin Tann.  Safeguarding Safe Labour Migration of Cambodia’s Migrant Workers: An 

Assessment of Regulation on Private Recruitment Agencies in Cambodia. 

- Muy Seo Ngouv.  Challenges to the Implementation of Children’s Right to be Heard and be 

Represented in the Criminal Proceedings in Cambodia. 

The 5th SEAHRN International Conference on Human Rights and Peace and Conflict in Southeast 
Asia in Manila, Philippine, from 15-17 October 2018 

With the generous support of RWI, four CSHL’s researchers participated in this regional human 

rights conference for the 2nd time since 2016.  This year the theme of the conference was titled 

“Making It Matter: Empowering Societies for Human Rights and Dignity in Southeast Asia”.  One 

of the co-organizers is the Southeast Asian Human Rights Studies Network (SEAHRN) established 

under the umbrella of the ASEAN University Network in which RULE is a member.  Co-funded by 

the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the three-day conference gathered 

academics, researchers and stakeholders in the field of human rights to discuss on a wide range 
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of human rights issues facing the region.  Among 70 academic presenters from countries across 

the region, the four researchers presented their research findings on the following topics: 

- Vandanet Hing.  Participatory Right in Law-Making Process in Cambodia. 

- Muy Seo Ngouv.  Gender and the Right to Food in Cambodia. 

- Boravin Tann.  The Right to Freedom of Association in Cambodia. 

- Sophorn Tuy.  Women’s Access to Higher Education in Cambodia. 

Research Workshop on “Challenges of Governance for Innovation, Resilience and Sustainability: 
ASEAN and EU Looking toward the Global Goals 2030” in Brussels, Belgium, from 29-31 October 
2018 

Through the support of RWI, CSHL’s director participated in the three-day workshop organized by 

the Groningen Research Centre for Southeast Asia and ASEAN (SEA ASEAN).  This research 

workshop featured a series of keynote speakers from ASEAN, EU, and the UN on regional relations 

and the sustainable development goals.  It also showcased leading thinkers and policymakers 

around challenges of governance for innovation, resilience and sustainability.  The scope focused 

on ASEAN-EU relations and dialogues, exploring the longstanding political and cultural 

relationships between both regions in light of a sustainable common future. 

The Centre’s director was invited to sit in one of the panel discussions on “Political-Security 
Cooperation and Human Rights” where he shared Cambodia experience with researchers, 

policymakers and other conference participants.  As part of the program, he also had the 

opportunity to visit the EU parliament with other participants, warmly hosted by the parliament 

officer and a Member of the European Parliament (MEP) with a brief workshop on EU system and 

its relationship with ASEAN. 

The last agenda of the program was a Book Launch Ceremony, which was inspiring and exciting to 

all participants, especially the authors and editors who presented at the event.  The book is titled 

“Sustainable Development Goals in Southeast Asia and ASEAN” published by Leiden, Singapore, 

Boston: Brill, 2018, and the Centre’s director contributed a Chapter on “Legal Protection of 
Construction Workers and the Right to Safe Working Conditions: Lessons from Cambodia”. 

ECCC Legacy Updated Meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 13 December 2018 

CSHL’s researcher was invited to present the research findings of the VaM project at the ECCC 

Legacy Updated Meeting, organized by the OHCHR in Cambodia.  In addition to being a platform 

for sharing research works related to the ECCC, the meeting also aimed to allow the participating 

stakeholders to share their updates on the progress and challenges of various works and projects 

related to the legacies of the ECCC for national judicial system and younger generation in 

Cambodia. 
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Activity 1.7 - Apply for Research Grants 

Book Project: 15 Years after the Creation of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal: Promoting Cambodian 
Voices in Research on Dealing with the Past in Cambodia 

In late 2018 CSHL and an international researcher from Swisspeace, a practice-oriented peach 

research institute affiliated to the University of Basel, successfully obtained a grant to implement 

the Book Project, awarded by the Embassy of Switzerland in Bangkok.  The Book Project aims to 

promote the voices of Cambodian early career researchers in academic, English-language 

publications on the dealing with the past process in Cambodia, which have so far been dominated 

by international or Western scholars.  

7 Cambodian early career researchers will be recruited through a public call for abstract 

submission on topics related to the achievements, successes and failure of the dealing with the 

past process since the establishment of the ECCC.  The selected authors will work on their 

respective research papers under the supervision of the swisspeace researcher and another senior 

Cambodian researcher, both of whom have extensive research experience and in-depth 

knowledge on the ECCC.  This process will provide the opportunity for Cambodian early career 

researchers to acquire experience of the internationally competitive academic publication process 

and to develop their writing and publication skills. 

In addition, CSHL in collaboration with its partners applied for two other research grants that were 

not successful as follows: 

No. Proposal Partner Date Funders 

1 Strengthening participation of 

women as leaders and educators 

in the Cambodian legal sector – 

through policy-oriented data 

collection and engagement of 

women in legal education 

WSD HANDA Center 

for Human Rights 

and International 

Justice at Standford 

University, United 

States, Cambodia 

program 

04 May 

2018 

Canada Fund for Local 

Initiatives (CFLI) 

2 Creating public spaces in 

repressive environments: 

comparing the operation of non-

state actors to construct 

memorial sites in post-conflict 

Guatemala and Cambodia 

International 

Victimology Institute 

Tilburg (INTERVICT), 

Tilburg University – 

the Netherlands 

04 

September 

2018 

Netherlands 

Organization for 

Scientific Research 

 

Activity 2 – Teaching and Training 

During the reporting period, the Center’s Director and researchers taught all human rights and 

humanitarian law courses, one fair trial rights course and one PLS course, which are compulsory 
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courses at ELBBL program.  There were eight classes in total, involving approximately 260 law 

students with an average of 30 students per class.  Each course comprised of between 13-15 

sessions running over a period of five months. 

 

In addition to the compulsory human rights related courses, the Center’s Director and researchers 

continued to offer a number of human rights training and workshops to students and academics 

at RULE as well as from other universities in the following: 

 

Activity 2.1 – RWI Training of Trainers on Human Rights, 3-7 December 2018 
 

As a member of Training of Trainers on human rights (TOT), CSHL’s researcher participated in an 

intensive training on Human Rights Training organized by RWI in cooperation with Mahidol 

University of Thailand.  The main objective of the training is to enhance knowledge and skills on 

training methodology to apply more effectively in judicial training.  More importantly, it was a 

great opportunity to learn about judicial training system in Thailand and legal aid services offered 

by the Ministry of Justice of Thailand.  As part of the program our researcher along with other 

participants visited the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand. 

 

Activity 2.2 – Leadership Training for RULE’s Faculty Members 
 

With the support of RWI, RULE organized its annual training workshop under the theme of 

“Anyone Can Write” from 6-7 August, 2018.  In parallel with the 2015-2018 Strategic Plan of RULE, 

the workshop is designed for RULE’s professors and staffs with the main objectives to motivate, 

enable and guide them to fulfil their goals of becoming professional authors.  The training is 

conducted by Professor Christopher Lee, the founder and author of Human Development 

Specialist of the HEDC International.  Along with the support of RWI, it is the third year that CSHL 

provided support in organizing and coordinating the event. 

 

Activity 2.3 – Research Training and Mentoring for Researchers and Staff at the National Assembly 
of Cambodia 
 
In the course of 2018, CSHL’s director was contracted to be one of the three trainers to provide a 

yearlong mentoring, supervision and training on research methodology for researchers and staff 

working at various research units at the National Assembly of Cambodia.  The objective of this 

training is to develop research capacity and professional development skills of the National 

Assembly’s researchers and staff so that they can use their improved knowledge and skills to serve 

Members of Parliament effectively through quality research and legislative drafting; thereby, the 

MPs can make informed decisions on national legislations and policies.  As a result, in 2018 three 
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research concept notes were mentored, reviewed and supervised by the Center’s director as 

follows: 

 

- Promoting financial access and vocational training for small and medium enterprises for 

employment and peace. 

- Promoting inclusive growth for sustainable development 

- Mainstreaming gender equality and non-discrimination policy to promote and empower 

women in workplace 

These research notes were used and distributed among delegate participants in the 27th Annual 

Meeting of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum organized by the National Assembly of Cambodia 

from the 14th to 18th of January in Siem Reap. 

 

Activity 2.4 – ABA-ROLI Training Workshops on Freedom of Expression and Internet Freedom 
 

In 2018 CSHL received grant from the American Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative (ABA-ROLI) 

program to create and conduct a series of training workshops on “Legal Framework on Freedom 
of Expression and Internet Freedom in Cambodia” for Cambodian lawyers, judicial officers, law 

students and other relevant practitioners.  The training course aims to serve as continuing legal 

education for Cambodian law students and young lawyers on the legal framework and 

development of internet freedom in Cambodia through a standardized training module. In 

particular, the trainees will have the opportunities to: 

 

- Understand the situation of Internet Freedom in Cambodia, 

- Hear about experiences in defending cases in court and litigation, 

- Discuss legal framework of internet freedom in Cambodia, and 

- Engage in the discussion with case study. 

 

The aim of the training project was to substantially increase knowledge and practical skills of the 

trainees and motivate participants to make positive changes in their jurisdictions.  The desired 

outcome was to improve the respect for freedom of expression and internet freedom through 

participants professional works at the judicial, NGO, academic and governmental institutions.   

 

As a result, three training workshops were successfully conducted on the 19th and 26th of May 

2018 at Comme a la Maison Restaurant and the 23rd of June 2018 at RULE.  An indicator of the 

success of this project was the presenters being invited to present a similar workshop for a wider 

audience by PUC afther conclusion of the project. 
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CSHL Public Lecture Series in 2018 

No. Title  Speaker Date Institution Participants 

1 Business and Human 

Rights 

Radu Mares 23 March 

2018 

RULE, RWI, 

CSHL 

Students 

2 American Indians and the 

Law 

Monte Mills 07 May 2018 RULE, CSHL, 

WSD Handa 

Center 

Students 

3 Cyber Warfare Fiona Barnaby 13 June 2018 RULE, ICRC, 

CSHL 

Students 

4 The Role of Law in 

Contemporary Times: The 

Example of Labour Law 

Vincenzo 

Pietrogiovanni 

25 October 

2018 

RULE, CSHL, 

TTU 

Students 

 
CSHL R2P Lecture Series in 2018 

No. Title  Lecturer Date Institutions Participants 

1 What is R2P? 

Understanding the 

Principle and the Role of 

Regional Arrangements 

Vandanet Hing 12 November 2018 RULE, 

ELBBL, 

CSHL 

Students 

2 The 6 Principles Governs 

the Responsibility to 

Protect in Humanitarian 

Interventions 

Kimsan Soy 14 November 2018 RULE, 

ELBBL, 

CSHL 

Students 

3 Movie Screening: Hotel 

Rwanda, Q & A related to 

R2P, IHL, and International 

Arrangements  

Vandanet Hing 26 November 2018 RULE, 

ELBBL, 

CSHL  

Students 

4 Promoting and Advancing 

R2P in Cambodia: What 

Roles for Academia? 

Kimsan Soy 28 November 2018 RULE, 

ELBBL, 

CSHL 

Students 

 
Guest Lectures/Trainings by CSHL Researchers and Staff in 2018 

No. Title  Lecturer Date Institution Participants 

1 Fair Trial Rights Kimsan Soy 22 May 2018 PUC, CSHL Master’s students 

2 Human Rights and 

Research 

Methodology 

Workshop  

Boravin Tann 01 June 2018 University of 

Battambang 

(UBB), RWI, 

CSHL 

Students 

2 Child Rights with the 

Focus on Labor 

Rights in Cambodia 

Muy Seo 

Ngouv 

29 

September 

2018 

 

PUC, CSHL Master’s students 
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3 Fair Trial Rights Kimsan Soy 06 October 

2018 

PUC, CSHL Master’s students 

4 IHL and Rule of 

Engagement 

Vandanet Hing 19 October 

2018 

ICRC, CSHL 

(Kampong Speu 

Province) 

Cambodian 

soldiers, military 

police and UN 

peacekeepers 

5 Legal Framework on 

Internet Freedom 

Kimsan Soy 20 October 

2018 

PUC, CSHL Master’s students 

6 RWI’s Human Rights 

course 

Sophorn Tuy 

Boravin Tann 

17 November 

2018 

University of 

Management 

and Economic 

(Battambang), 

RWI, CSHL 

Students 

7 Fair Trial Rights Kimsan Soy 20 December 

2018 

 

RWI, CSHL RWI’s scholarship 

girls 

 

The following were training workshops attended by CSHL’s researchers to improve their teaching 

capacity and explore alternative teaching techniques. 
 

- 30-31 October 2018, one of the Center staff attended the Training Session on “New Ways 
of Teaching” by Ms. Judith Parus from Syddansk Universitet, Denmark, at NUM.  DOCKSIDE 

Project is fully supported by Erasmus + Programme of the European Union. 

- 27 February – 03 March 2018, four of the Center staff attended a training session on 

“Implementation of Distance-Learning Courses”, convened by Ms. Noémie Larrouilh at 

National University of Management.  The training was supported and organized by the 

DOCKSIDE project, funded by the Erasmus + Programme of the European Union.  The 

participants were professors, researchers, faculty members and academics from various 

universities in Cambodia. 

 

Activity 3 – Establishing the Teaching Handbook on Comparative Human Rights Law in 
Theory and Practice 

CSHL is committed to ensure excellent human rights education program.  CSHL plans to improve 

its trainers’ pedagogical knowledge and skills by developing a Teaching Handbook for all human 

rights and humanitarian law courses taught by CSHL’s researchers.  The Teaching Handbooks will 

be not only prepared for CSHL’s researchers but also other current and future trainers who intend 

to teach human rights courses in the future.  The Teaching Handbook will contain a very 

comprehensive content based on interactive learning approach including lesson plans, brief 

commentaries, teaching materials, reading materials and recommended class activities and 

exercises. 
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By producing the Teaching Handbooks that focuses on jurisprudence of international, regional and 

national human rights, and composing it into a more manageable and simplified format, CSHL will 

facilitate an increased level of in-depth discussion about human rights and humanitarian law 

issues.  Therefore, the Teaching Handbook will guarantee high-quality teaching and training 

standards in the long run. 

CSHL’s researchers will supervise this project with the support of Australian volunteer students 

from Macquarie University through PACE International (Professional and Community 

Engagement) program.  At the time of this writing, the Teaching Handbook has been developed 

by 50% and will continue to be developed and finalized by 2019. 

Activity 4 – The 4th CSHL Annual Academic Conference on Comparative Human Rights 
Law 

On Saturday 15 December 2018, CSHL organized its 4th CSHL Annual Conference on Comparative 

Human Rights Law with great success at RULE.  The Conference was an opportunity to hear from 

Cambodian researchers about their research on contemporary human rights issues in three panel 

discussions: (1) constitutional rights, (2) women rights and (3) transitional justice.  It was also a 

platform to discuss on the topics of human rights in administration of justice and the rights of 

displaced persons by our keynote speakers.  The participation of more than a hundred of students 

and participants encourages broader interest and discussions on the issues in line with RULE’s 

policy of promoting quality research, publications and education. 

The objectives of the Conference were to: 

- Provide an opportunity for academics and researchers to present their research findings or 

working papers for constructive review and feedback; 

- Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of recent human rights and humanitarian 

issues in Cambodia among students, academics, and legal professionals; 

- Encourage broader discussion of human rights and humanitarian law issues; 

- Share information and innovative, original ideas addressing human rights issues and identify 

future areas of research and/or reforms; 

- Distribute internationally published research papers by the Center’s researchers and other 

partner institutions; 

- Promote academic culture and human rights research in Cambodia; and 

- Enable professional networking among people of similar interests. 

The Conference was very successful in achieving the stated objectives. 

Overview of the 4th Annual Conference COMPARATIVE HUMAN RIGHTS LAW 
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After a warm welcome where:  

- Professor Pov Saroeun, Vice Rector of RULE, articulated RULE strategic policy to promote 

academic research and publications;  

- Professor Margaret Ryan, Director of ELBBL, shared the vision that has led to the success of 

ELBBL program and how CSHL contributes to the necessity for building quality education and 

research; 

- Ms Hanna Johnsson, Director of RWI-Cambodia, outlined the support to RULE, ELBBL and CSHL 

that aim to develop rigorous research and quality education in human rights; and 

- Soy Kimsan, CSHL Director, challenged participants by posing the question Why Does the 4th 

Annual Conference Matter? setting the scene for a day of intellectual rigour. 

The keynote speech was then delivered by Mr Nick Stanage, a UK barrister specialising in 

international human rights law, criminal justice reform and the effectiveness of investigations into 

torture and slavery.  His speech Human Rights in the Administration of Justice: Ornament or 

Tool? focussed on understandings that human rights are real not theoretical and that they concern 

the the day to day details as well as the grand struggle. 

 

Ms Ly Ratana followed Mr Stannage with an innovative paper Protecting Persons Displaced in the 

Context of Flood in Kratie, Cambodia: A Human Rights-Based Approach that challenged the 

traditional definition of displacement by identifying similarities in the challenges faced by those 

remaining in their homes to those displaced by the regular flooding in Kratie.  Ms Ly Ratana is a 

senior research fellow at CSHL and PhD student at the University of Victoria, Canada. 

 

The themes of the conference were constitutional rights, women’s rights and transitional justice.  

In conference sessions devoted to each theme CSHL researchers and other academics presented 

papers on specific topics with a moderator providing the contextual overview and managing the 

subsequent discussion and questions from the audience. 

CSHL researchers presented papers at the conference.  They were: 

- Vandanet Hing. The Cambodian Constitutional Enforcement: Assessment of Constitutional 

Law-Making Process and the Right to Public Participation; 

- Sophorn Tuy. Impacts of Hydropower Dam to Women’s Rights: Case of Lower Sesan 2 (LS2) 

Hydropower Dam, Kbal Romeas Village, Steung Treng Province, Cambodia; 

- Muy Seo Ngouv. Challenges to the implementation of policies on gender equality and 

right to food in Cambodia; 

- Boravin Tann. Justice and Reconciliation for the victims of the Khmer Rouge? Victim 

participation in Cambodia’s transitional justice process; and 

- Somaly Kum. Justice and Reconciliation for the victims of the Khmer Rouge? Victim 

participation in Cambodia’s transitional justice process. 
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Other academics presenting papers were: 

- Sohan Mang. Trial Principles and Procedure on Juvenile Offender at a Court of the First 

Instance: How the Absence of Specialized Court and Adequate Procedural Implementation 

Impacts the Fundamental Rights of the Child; and 

- Sophany San. The Right to Adequate Housing of Cross-Border Vietnamese Migrant Workers: A 

Case Study in Cambodia. 

Biographical details of both the CSHL presenters and other academics presenting at the CSHL 4th 

Academic Conference as well as an abstract of their papers can be found in the Conference booklet 

reproduced elsewhere in the 2018 Annual Report. 

Following the panel session on the Transitional Justice theme there was a wide ranging and 

vigorous discussion on the manty issues raised during the course of the day.  The quality of the 

presentations, the intellectual depth demonstrated by all participants in the discussions that 

followed the presentations augur well for the future in the field of research on humanitarian law 

and human rights in Cambodia. 

In his concluding comments the Center’s director expressed his gratitude to the presenters and in 

particular the team of Conference organisers led by Champa Sy from CSHL.  The Conference was 

seamless in its technical, catering and venue organisation and would not have happened without 

the dedication and hard work of the CSHL team.  

Activity 5 – Internship 

In the course of 2018, CSHL recruited two Cambodian talented students to join its internship 

program to work as a research assistance and other organizational supports as requested.  The 

internship opportunity was open to all law students at RULE and widely announced on CSHL’s 

information board, website and Facebook page.  CSHL offered a monthly stipend to support 

traveling and food costs for the student interns as a small compensation for the students’ hard 

work.  The student interns were under the supervision of the researchers and librarian who 

assigned appropriate tasks to them.  

 

Aside from local internship, CSHL also hosted two international student interns through the Lewis 

& Clark Law School and PACE International internship programs during 2018.  The international 

internship programs aim to provide the international students with an opportunity to be exposed 

to social, political and economic challenges affecting human rights, faced by developing countries 

such as Cambodia so that they can develop practical skills and wider understanding of local human 

rights violation.  In the meantime, such internship program is reciprocity whereby the international 

students worked to support local institution.  During their time at CSHL in 2018, the two 

international interns mainly contributed to the work of CSHL in enhancing human rights education 
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through developing the Teaching Handbook and supporting local students in their preparation for 

international moot court competitions in Geneva and Nuremberg, respectively. 

 

PACE’s intern focused primarily on two projects: the development of a course materials and 

teaching handbook for the course International Human Rights Law taught by CSHL’s researchers, 

and also, to assist the researchers with the moot team selected to represent RULE at the 10th 

Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Moot Competition to be held in June 2018.  The work 

performed as part of the Teaching Handbook project included conducting independent research 

and creating the content for the topic set out under the course syllabus.  As a result, Nicola 

supported the researcher to draft approximately 40% of the Teaching Handbook. 

 

Aside from the Teaching Handbook project, the PACE’s intern assisted the researcher in 

conducting pleading practices with the students as well as researching related human rights issues 

brought up by the moot problem.  The PACE’s intern also helped with reviewing the drafts of the 

written submissions for the moot team such as proofreading, commenting and providing 

suggestions.  As a result, the moot team competition in Geneva was awarded the 3rd Best Memos 

out of 166 teams registered for the competition throughout the tournament. 

 

 

No. Name Sex Date Institution Core Assignments 

1 Nicola Irwin 

Faulks 

Female 11 December 

2017 – 23 

February 2018  

Macquarie 

University, 

Australia 

-Drafting the Teaching Handbook 

-Supporting Nelson Mandela 

moot 

2 Kimsan 

Chhon 

Female 19 March – 18 

September 

2018 

RULE, Cambodia -Drafting CSHL’s monthly 

newsletter 

-Assisting in research activities 

-Assisting in event organizations 

3 Anne Cox Female 11 June – July 

2018 

Lewis & Clark Law 

School, United 

States 

-Drafting the Teaching Handbook 

-Supporting Nuremberg moot 

4 Sim Sokney Male 26 September – 

25 December 

2018 

PUC, Cambodia -Drafting CSHL’s monthly 

newsletter 

-Assisting in research activities 

-Assisting in event organizations 

 

Activity 6 – Clinical Legal Education (CLE) 

Clinical Legal Education (CLE) has been one of CSHL core training program embedded in ELBBL 

curriculum as one of its elective courses since 2015.  The CLE program was created with the 

mission to develop practical lawyer skills for law students and to raise awareness of the 

importance of the roles of the legal profession in supporting legal aid services and access to justice 

in Cambodia. 

 

Under the supervision of CSHL’s researcher, 10 law students were recruited through an open and 

competitive process to take intensive legal training course called Professional Legal Skills (PLS) 
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course, an integral part of the CLE program.  The course was conducted by a Cambodian lawyer, 

recruited from ToT members of RWI, with extensive working experience in the areas of legal aid, 

access to justice and human rights.  The course consisted of 10 sessions of 30 hours with the focus 

on practical lawyering skills in the context of Cambodia legal system and practice such as legal 

ethics, legal analysis and problem-solving skill as well as communication skill and interview 

techniques.  These set skills are indispensable for law students to develop their legal professions 

in serving the best interest of their clients from various backgrounds, especially impoverished and 

vulnerable clients.  More importantly, the students understand the important roles and 

responsibilities of legal professionals in contributing to strengthening social justice and rule of law 

in Cambodia. 

 

After the in-class training of 10 weeks period, six students grouped together to prepare their own 

training modules under the supervision of CSHL’s researcher for conducting legal training to 

community.  As a result, they used their training modules and initiated a training proposal to Krou 

Yeung School Ratanakiri Province, one of the most remote provinces in Cambodia.  The students 

also conducted their own funding campaign to various institutions and law firms to sponsor their 

trip to Ratanakiri Province.  The CLE students conducted half a day training to approximately 40 

high school students at Krou Yeung School on internet freedom and labour law.  They also shared 

their experience in legal careers to the students. 

 

Staff capacity building: Supported by RWI, the CLE supervisor with a number of Cambodian lawyers 

and academics attended the 7th Asia Pro Bono Conference in Hong Kong from 24-31 October 2018.  

The conference aimed to enhance the understanding of pro bono concept and demonstrate its 

importance to archive greater access to justice for marginalized and underprivileged people.  The 

conference also served as a great platform for increasing collaboration among the participants to 

conceptualize, launch and strengthen pro bono initiatives locally and regionally.  The CLE 

supervisor also had the opportunity to participate in the legal ethics and pro bono workshop 

organized by Herbert Smith Freehills law firm where they learned the significant role of corporate 

lawyers as well as law firms contribute to the pro bono work and strictly uphold legal ethics and 

professional responsibility.  Lastly, the CLE supervisor along with other Cambodian participants 

had great opportunity to visit legal clinic at University of Hong Kong where we observed the street 

law workshop run by clinical students and attended a seminar on migrant workers in Hong Kong.  

With the increased knowledge, experiences and network through participating in this conference, 

the CLE supervisor is more confident in using her improved capacity to further develop CSHL CLE 

program.  

 

Activity 7 – Moot Court Competitions 

In 2018 CSHL continued to support law students to participate in various national and international 

moot court competitions related to international human rights, humanitarian, and criminal laws.  

CSHL’s moot court programs are offered to law students as an extracurricular activity for RULE 

students to utilize, apply and sharpen their legal knowledge and skills on human rights and 

humanitarian law in a practical and professional manner throughout a period of six-months 
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intensive training and supervision by CSHL Researchers.  The moot students were selected through 

an open and competitive process including legal writing test, advocacy skills and face-to-face 

interview.  These competitions will give the participating students an opportunity to enhance their 

legal knowledge and skills through intensive research and trainings. The trainings mainly focus on 

the technical know-how in relation to writing legal memos, building strong arguments and 

conducting effective advocacy.  In this context, the students will be given the opportunity to apply 

their legal knowledge in a practical and professional manner at international and local academic 

platforms where they are able to begin to build their professional networks with other 

participants. 

Activity 7.1 International Human Rights Law Moot 

CSHL continued to support three law students from ELBBL program to participate in the 10th 

Nelson Mandela World Moot Competition which took place at the Palais des Nations (The United 

Nations Headquarter) in Geneva, Switzerland, 15-20 July 2018.  The moot problem usually 

addresses contemporary human rights issues, as enshrined under the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and other key international human rights instruments.  This year the moot problem 

focused on legal issues concerning the right to life, the right to freedom from torture, and child 

and religious marriage. 

This year there were 166 teams from across the world, registered for the competition.  All the 

registered teams were required to submit two legal memorials for both Applicant and Respondent 

to the competition committee as a prerequisite for qualifying to compete in Geneva.  However, 

only 40 teams with the highest memos scores were invited to plead their cases in the international 

round in Geneva.  Under intensive training by CSHL Researcher, RULE team was selected to be in 

the top 10 out of 33 teams in the Asia Pacific Group and invited to participate in the international 

round in Geneva.  

Representing Cambodia in Geneva, RULE team faced with teams from Ukraine, Norway and India 

in the general round, and there was one round where the team competed without opponent as 

the opposing team was unable to come to Geneva.  Per competition’s rules, only four teams 

among all 40 teams could advance to the semi-final round, and they were teams from India, UK, 

Canada and Argentina.  Although RULE team could not advance to the semi-final round, they made 

significant improvement in scores as well as received great comments from judges concerning 

structure, time management, ability in answering questions and creative arguments.  As a result, 

RULE team received 80.16 points which was categorized as “Excellent” under the competition’s 

scoring guide.  The team memos’ score was awarded the 3rd Best Memos out of 166, announced 

a few weeks later on the competition’s website. 
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More importantly, RULE team was warmly welcomed by the Ambassador and Delegates of the 

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Cambodia to the United Nations in Geneva.  Mr. Sokha 

Phadora, Second Secretary, came to the Palace of the Nations to meet RULE team.  They were 

invited to visit the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Cambodia to the United Nations to meet 

with H.E. Ambassador Ney Sam Ol.  The Ambassador offered emotional support for RULE team 

and hopes to see more Cambodian students to compete in this human rights competition again 

next year in Geneva. 

Activity 7.2 International Humanitarian Law Moot 

Since its establishment in 2014 CSHL has continued to support law students to participate in 

national and international competition of the Red Cross International Humanitarian Law Moot.  

The objective of supporting this competition is to raise awareness of international human issues 

among law students and promote the spirit of humanity among law students and general public 

in Cambodia.  The moot problem in this competition always involves a scenario in which there is 

an armed conflict where there have been alleged war crimes that constitute violations of the 

Geneva Convention and IHL as provided for under the Rome Statute for the International Criminal 

Court (ICC). 

Having won the National Champion of the 16th Red Cross IHL Moot in December 2017 (See Annual 

Report 2016), three law students of two mooters and one researcher from RULE represented 

Cambodia to compete in the international round held at the University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong 

from 7 – 11 March 2018.  The three students were closely supervised and coached by two CSHL 

Researchers in preparing for the legal memos for both Applicant and Respondent and pleading 

practices with guessed moot court alumni, local academics and international researchers who 

helped improve their legal arguments and advocacy skills.  At the international round, there were 

24 teams from 25 universities from across countries in the Asia-Pacific region, and the competition 

rules required each team to compete twice in the general round.  As a result, RULE team won the 

National University of Laos from Laos but lost to the University of Tehran from Iran, unable to 

qualify to the next round.  RULE team also observed the final round held at the Supreme Court of 

Hong Kong, which was a great learning experience as well as opportunity for them to network with 

international researchers and professors. 

From August to November 2018, two CSHL’s researchers provided intensive moot training course 

to prepare for the National Round of the 17th Red Cross IHL Moot held at RULE in 1-2 December.  

The in-class training for the National Round comprised of 25 sessions approximately 75 hours for 

42 law students divided into 14 teams, and each team submitted two memorials for both Applicant 

and Respondent. As a result, there were 28 memorials supervised and reviewed by two CSHL 

Researchers; thereby, making CSHL IHL moot program one of the most intensive professional legal 

training in Cambodia.  In 2018, only RULE participated in this competition, so the School Round 
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was considered as the National Round.  The main reason for other participating universities from 

previous years withdrawing from IHL moot was due to the lack of qualified trainers and resource 

person to supervise and train participating students as well as review and edit the students’ 

written works. 

In mid-March 2019, CSHL Researcher will continue to coach three law students who won the 

National Champion to compete in the international round of the 17th Red Cross IHL Moot held 

annually in Hong Kong. 

Activity 7.3 International Criminal Law Moot 

In 2018 CSHL supported three law students from ELBBL to represent RULE and Cambodia to 

participate in the Nuremberg Moot Court competition for the first time, and RULE team made a 

great success in the tournament.  The Nuremberg Moot focuses on contemporary legal issues 

concerning international crimes and justice, which is highly relevant to Cambodia’s past tragedy 

during the late 1970s.  This year the moot problem discussed war crimes against civilians, crimes 

against humanity related to forced labour and genocide against ethnic minorities. 

The Nuremberg Moot was held from 25-28 July 2019 in Nuremberg, Germany.  There were 116 

registered universities from 59 countries across the world.  However, only 57 teams were invited, 

based on their memorial scores, to plead their case in the international round in Nuremberg, one 

of which was RULE team.  In the general round, RULE team competed against teams from Belarus 

and Russia, and they advanced to the quarter-final round, ranking 4th among the 57 teams in 

overall score including both memorials and pleadings. RULE team did not make further to the semi-

final. 

CSHL’s researcher spent approximately 5 months to train and supervise RULE team on legal 

research, legal analysis, memorial writing and reviewing as well as pleading practice.  RULE team 

also had a great learning experience by having the opportunity to plead in Courtroom 600 at the 

Nuremberg Palace of Justice where Nazi leaders were prosecuted by the well-known International 

Military Tribunal dated back in the 1945.  

Activity 8 – Screenings of Film and Movie 

Taking into account Cambodia’s past tragedy during the late 1970s, CSHL continued to host 

screenings of documentary movies or films that address historical and contemporary mass killings.  

This activity aimed to help students expand their practical understanding of and perspectives over 

the root causes of mass violence resulting from international and domestic conflicts; thereby, able 

to identify early warning signs of mass violence and explore solutions to prevent it from happening 

in the future.  While CSHL Researchers facilitated the screenings, CSHL also invited relevant experts 

to share their insight and experience with the students, followed by open discussions between 
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them. In 2018, CSHL were able to host and co-host three film screening events in collaboration 

with its partners in the following: 

- 30 January 2018, screening of a short film, “The History of the Khmer Rouge regime” in 

collaboration with WSD Handa Center at RULE, followed by an open discussion between 

guest expert from Hand Center and the students, facilitated by CSHL Researcher. 

- 26 November 2018, screening of a movie, “Hotel Rwanda”, as part of CSHL R2P Workshop 

Series at RULE, followed by an open discussion between CSHL Researcher and the 

participating students on the root causes of mass violence, state sovereignty, international 

law, and the roles of the United Nations and international community in respond to such 

violence. 

- 19 December 2018, screening of a TV series, “Facing Justice Case 002/02”, which is one of 

TV episodes on the Trial Judgment in Case 002/02 from TV Series ‘Facing Justice’, 

supported by the British Embassy in Cambodia.  CSHL co-hosted this screening with WSD 

Handa Center at RULE. The screening was followed by a panel discussion of three experts 

from ECCC Civil Parties lawyer, a researcher from Bophana Center and Director of CSHL.  

The panel discussion focused on the latest judgement of Case 002/02 by the Trial Chamber, 

particularly genocide against ethnic minorities and ECCC legacy in relation to the roles of 

Cambodian academics and legal professionals.  

Activity 9 – Library 

In 2018 CSHL’s library continued to increase its extensive collections of printed and online 

resources on a wide range of IHL and human rights materials available for public access.  At time 

of writing this report, CSHL’s library has 1056 print materials, of which the majority are general 

books amount to 818 and 62 journal articles, including CSHL’s publications.  During 2018, CSHL’s 

library collected 66 books and journals into its collection, most of which were donated by 

institutions and individual researchers associated with CSHL, including RWI. 

Activity 9.1 Participating in Public Exhibition Events  

- 7-8 December 2018, CSHL’s library participated in the 2nd RULE Academic Fair, organized 

annually by RULE.  The Academic Fair aims to promote the culture of sharing information, 

readings and research by providing RULE’s professors and academics a public platform to 

showcase their research works and advertise their department programs respectively.  In 

addition, there were about 100 booths installed to display not only academic programs 

and publications, but also food, law firms, banks, etc.  Thousands of students from many 

universities attended the two-days festive event with many entertainment and cultural 

programs including student concert. ELBBL and CSHL were given an exhibition booth to 



23 

display their academic programs, activities, research and publications for the whole two-

days.  

- 7-9 December 2018, CSHL’s library participated the 2nd Library Festival, held at and 

organized by the National Library of Cambodia.  This year’s theme focused on the 

promotion of the 16th SDG on Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, which is much related 

to the current context of Cambodia and CSHL’s mission.  This national level event was 

recently initiated to provide the opportunity for universities, readers, scholars, 

researchers, libraries, institutions both public and private and the general public to come 

together to promote the culture of sharing, reading and research.  Another main objective 

was to raise awareness of the services and roles of libraries in promoting reading and 

research in Cambodia, with approximately 15 libraries participating in the three days event 

to exhibit their resources and programs.  Moreover, hundreds of booths were also installed 

for exhibition of food, books, arts, etc. accompanied by many funny, creative, cultural and 

educational activities, organized by hundreds of volunteer students.  CSHL and RULE’s 

libraries cooperated in a joint exhibition booth where students were welcome to explore 

our resources and ask questions.  The Library Festival has been observed as the largest 

academic event in Cambodia with about 50,000 students and publics were estimated to 

join the event in 2018. 

- 8 December 2018, CSHL participated in the celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the 

Signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at the National Olympic Stadium of 

Cambodia.  Together with other human rights related institutions, CSHL joint with the 

Swedish Embassy of Cambodia, RWI and PUC’s Master program in a booth to exhibit our 

human rights works, activities, and programs to about twelve hundred visitors including 

delegates who joint the one-day festive event to show their support for better respect and 

protection of human rights in Cambodia. 

Activity 9.2 - Human Rights Online Resource Platform 

In 2018 CSHL’s librarian continued to collaborate with PUC’s librarians to develop their jointly 

managed Human Rights Online Resource Platform (https://pub.cshl.rule.edu.kh/ ).  The online 

repository archives key international human rights law instruments and materials such as books, 

edited chapters, research papers, articles, newsletters, dissertations and CSHL’s publications, 

available for students, researchers and the public to access and use for their research and study.  

To co-manage the online platform effectively, monthly meetings between librarians of the two 

institutions were arranged to develop and increase the e-resource.  CSHL’s researcher was also 

invited to take part in the meeting to review the platform, making sure that it is user-friendly. 

RWI’s library experts also continued to provide technical support for both PUC and CSHL through 

a series of library and e-resource trainings organized during their visits to Cambodia between 26-

27 April 2018 in order to develop and manage the online platform effectively. 
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In addition to the joint only platform, CSHL received technical support from RWI’s library expert 

to create its own online repository (https://pub.cshl.rule.edu.kh/ ) for all CSHL’s publications. 

Activity 9.3 - Workshops and Trainings Conducted and Attended by CSHL’s Librarian  

CSHL’s librarian provided training to RULE’s students on a series of “Library & E-Resource Training”. 

The training was held at CSHL’s library. It was conducted on 27 November, 30 November and 04 

December 2018.  The training guided students to know how to use library catalogue, find books 

and search online database; particularly searching through International Westlaw, Oxford Journal 

and Human Rights Online Resource Platform.  The following are conferences, workshops, and 

trainings attended by CSHL’s librarian: 

- 26 April 2018, “E-Resource Training”, provided by RWI’s library expert at RULE’s main 

library.  The training focused on how to access to free online resources and how to use 

them. There were approximately 15 participants, most of whom are librarians and library’s 

staff from RULE, PUC and CSHL.   

- 27 April 2018, “Oxford Publishing”, conducted by RWI’s library expert to develop capacity 

for PUC and CSHL’s librarians.  The training was full-day, half of which was organized at 

RWI’s office, participated by both PUC and CSHL’s librarians, with the focus on oxford 

publication process and Oxford Academic Journals, which is a free online resource.  The 

other half of the training focused on the practical aspect in which RWI’s library expert 

provided a one-on-one training to CSHL’s librarian on how to access and use the Oxford 

Academic Journals as well as how to apply for the free access for educational purpose.  As 

a consequence, CSHL’s librarian applied for the free access successfully, and the link to the 

Oxford free online journals is provided on CSHL’s website. 

- 11 August 2018, “E-Resource Training” at PUC’s library.  The training focused on seeking 

new techniques to conduct online search for updated information and quality documents.  

It was also a good platform to connect with local librarians.  

- 23-30 August 2018, CSHL’s librarian with the support of RWI attended the “IFLA World 

Library and Information Congress: 84th General Conference and Assembly”, organized by 

the International Federation of Library Association and Institutions (IFLA), held in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia.  Having participated in this global event, CSHL’s librarian had a great 

opportunity to learn new knowledge and skills on technology, library management and 

services as well as leadership and roles of librarian.  The event also provided a vast 

experience in international librarianship and professional networking and development. 
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Recorded Number of Library Users & Books Used 

Month Users Book Used 

January 74 24 

February 39 20 

March 54 9 

April 38 4 

May 77 3 

June 72 10 

July 77 6 

August 49 9 

September 46 0 

October 36 2 

November 35 10 

December 14 6 

Total 611 103 

 

Free Book Distributions 

Title Type Number 

Additional Protocols to the Geneva Convention Book 2 

Basic Rules of Geneva Convention and Additional Protocol Book 1 

Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies 2015 (English) Book chapter 1 

Customary Law  Book 1 

Geneva Convention Book 2 

International Humanitarian Law: answer to the question Book 1 

Prosecuting the Khmer Rouge views from the inside (by Ly Ratana) Book chapter 50 

Understanding acceptance of international justice through Duch's 

sentence at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 

Cambodia (by Soy Kimsan) 

 Book chapter 20 

នីតិេ&បៀបេធៀប Book chapter 5 

Total 83 

 

Activity 10 – Media 

Since early 2018 CSHL’s new website (http://cshl-kh.org/index.php ) was up and running smoothly 

with regular updates on all its activities and upcoming events.  CSHL’s website provided detailed 

and updated information with regard to CSHL’s human rights works, activities, events, 

opportunities and publications written by its researchers to students, academics, general public, 

and especially CSHL’s partners and potential partners residing oversea.  CSHL’s librarian received 

website training from RULE’s website expert on how to maintain, manage and keep the website 

up to date. 
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In addition, CSHL continued to update its Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/cshlelbbl/ ) 

in a more regularly fashion due to the fact that Facebook has made such a ubiquitous influence on 

Cambodian people from all walks of life, especially youth.  CSHL’s Facebook page has served as a 

great tool for CSHL to connect with directly with students and the general public; thereby, raising 

its publicity and human rights works, particularly in research and education.  During the reporting 

period, CSHL’s Facebook page provided daily and real-time update on its activities, 

announcements, opportunities, upcoming events such as training, public lecture, and conference 

and other human rights related news.  To keep CSHL’s Facebook page active and updated on a 

daily basis, all CSHL staff are admins and able to post their own activities.  At the time of writing 

this report, CSHL’s Facebook page had more than 2500 followers, which is considered as a huge 

progress compared to previous year of about 500 followers due to the fact that CSHL did not spend 

any money to boost its page. 

Activity 11 – Academic Exchange 

Activity 11.1 - Staff Mobility between RULE and University of Vigo, Spain 

The main objective of the DOCKSIDE is to strengthen the research capacity and quality of doctoral 

programs in Cambodia.  Staff mobility is one of the activities used to realize the objectives of this 

project.  As a result, RULE sent its researcher and lecturer, Ms. Hing Vandanet to visit the University 

of Vigo in Spain from 28 May to 8 June to strengthen international cooperation and increase 

research collaboration between the two universities. 

- Provided a presentation on RULE and CSHL’s research projects at a seminar organized by 

the Faculty of Legal and Labor Compliance and Faculty of Economics at University of Vigo 

on the 29th of May and the 4th of June 2018. 

- Participated in the 1st International Compliance Congress in the Fishing Sector organized 

by World Compliance Association on the 6th and 7th of June 2018. 

- Participated in the 5th International Conference (REDEXMAR) “Strategy Blue Growth and 
Law of the Sea”, organized by University of Vigo on the 7th and 8th of June 2018. 

 Activity 11.2 – International Staff Exchange Program, Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia 

In the course of 2018, CSHL continued to support RULE for capacity building of its faculty members 

and professors through international cooperation and staff exchange program under the Horizon 

2020 project, “Institutions for Knowledge Intensive Development: Economic and Regulatory 

Aspects in South-East Asian Transition Economies”.  The implementation of the H2020 project is 

led by Tallinn University of Technology (TUT) in Estonia, with RULE, represented by CSHL’s director 

as its focal point of this cooperation, participating as one of the partner universities from South-

East Asian countries including Laos and Vietnam.  The University of Lausanne in Switzerland also 

participated in the H2020 project as one of the partners. Representing RULE under this 
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cooperation is an evidence of CSHL’s added values to RULE; thereby, strengthening its integration 

process into RULE. 

The objective of the H2020 project is to develop professional networking and research capacity of 

individual researchers and academics from partner universities through staff exchange and 

academic cooperation.  RULE and CSHL’s visitors to TUT and the University of Lausanne were given 

the opportunity to work with European researchers and staff under high quality academic 

environment.  Moreover, they had the opportunity to attend and present their research at various 

research trainings, academic courses, seminars and other academic events in European 

universities.  Also, they were able to access to the vast resources of modern activities and libraries 

at TUT and the University of Lausanne.  Therefore, participating in the H2020 project provided 

CSHL and RULE with the opportunity to enhance their professional networking and raise their 

international stance on research and cooperation. 

As a result, CSHL was able to send 6 visitors from RULE and CSHL to TTU and the University of 

Lausanne under the H2020 project in 2018. 

No. Name Date Institution Activity 

1 Mr. Brang 

Chhenghuy 

 

 

29 January 

– 16 June 

2018 

 

Exchange student, 

RULE, to TTU 

 

 

- Conduct individual research papers 

- Present research papers to TUT 

students and faculty members 

- Attend training and courses related 

to research methodology, academic 

research and writing, EU area of 

freedom security and justice, and 

methods and practice of 

implementation of EU law 

- Build professional network with TUT 

faculty members 

- Co-author research papers with TUT 

researchers and professors 

2 Mr. Prum Sokun February –  

April 2018 

Faculty member, 

RULE, to TTU 

3 Mr. Huy Chheang February – 

April 2018 

Faculty member, 

RULE, to TTU 

4 Mr. Lay Kong September 

– 

November 

2018 

Faculty member, 

RULE, to the 

University of 

Lausanne 

5 Ms. Leng Toch March – 

June 2018 

Lecturer, RULE, to 

TTU 

6 Mr. Soy Kimsan 14 June – 

13 July 

2018 

Director, CSHL, to 

TTU  

 

Activity 12 – Reviewing the Translation of the Four Geneva Conventions 

In early 2018 CSHL supported ICRC for a proofreading of translation of the Four Geneva 

Conventions and its two Additional Protocols from English into Khmer.  
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In doing so, CSHL recruited a proofreading team of 3 outstanding law students who have 

substantive knowledge of IHL through intensive training and participation in the IHL course and 

moot court competition, conducted and organized by CSHL.  Aside from their interest and passion 

for IHL, the selected students also have translation skills and experience through freelance 

translation service.  It was also a great opportunity to offer to our passionate students to 

contribute to this important work.  

In addition, CSHL’s researchers closely supervised the students and finalized the translated 

documents with a series of proofreading on top of the students’ work.  This review process was to 

ensure the translation of the documents more accurately to the highest quality. 

602 pages have been reviewed line between line and cross-checked in between English and Khmer 

version to ensure the accurately and consistency of the texts.  We had spent hours to proof read, 

review, edit, comment, and communicate with ICRC as well as translators till the arrival of the final 

products. 

As a result, the Four Geneva Conventions and its two Additional Protocol translated in Khmer has 

been approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affair to publicly use.  This work is directly contributed 

to the awareness-raising as well as disseminating of IHL to local people, particularly law students 

and armed forces.  

Activity 13 – CSHL Monthly Newsletter 2018 

Throughout 2018 CSHL continued to release its monthly newsletters with an aim to bring present-

day human rights and humanitarian issues to attention of the general public, especially students.  

The monthly newsletters provide a snapshot of the most updated information and most burning 

issue with human rights implication in each month.  The monthly newsletters are prepared in a 

simplified text of not more than one page to ensure that local students and academics can read 

and grasp a human right issue.  On the right side, there is a range of updated information on 

library’s hours, public holiday, CSHL’s upcoming events, and resources available at the library. 

During the reporting period, all the monthly newsletters were drafted by CSHL’s interns under the 

supervision of CSHL’s researchers, which is part of CSHL’s internship goal to transfer research and 

writing skills to CSHL’s interns.  The monthly newsletters were normally released on the first week 

of the following month on CSHL’s information board, website, and Facebook. 

Month Tittle 

January The Rights to Education in Cambodia: Women in Higher Education 

February The New Development of Technology Leads to the Challenges of International 

Humanitarian Law Application 

March The Presence of the Constitutional Law on the Amendment Arts. 34, 42, 49, 53 

and 118 (New) of the Constitution of Cambodia and the Law on the 

Amendment Criminal Code 
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April The Jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC) on the Philippines’ 

Situation of the “War on Drug” after its Withdrawal from the Rome Statute 

May The Non-Compliance of Chemical Weapons Destruction in Syria Set Bad 

Sample to the Rest of the Parties’ of the Chemical Weapon Convention (CWC) 

June What Does the U.S. Withdrawal from the U.N. Human Rights Council Really 

Mean for Human Rights? 

July The Legal Aid in Cambodia 

August How the Flood Resulted from Dam Collapsed Affected Right to Adequate 

Standard of Living: Lesson Learnt from Laos 

September Women Allowed Driving in Saudi Arabia: What’s Rational Behind? 

October EBA’s Withdrawal from Cambodia: Challenges and Opportunities 

November Traffic Congestion by Auto Rickshaw “Tuk Tuks” 

December Unsafe Food and Food Safety Prevention in Cambodia 

 

Activity 14 – Promotional Film 

In late 2018 CSHL hired a professional film company, the Studio4, to make CSHL promotional film 

with the aim to generate CSHL’s publicity and its human rights mission in research and education 

through media.  The film project was successfully completed with satisfactory outcome given great 

impression from ELBBL Director and RULE Rector who provided approval for CSHL to release the 

film to the public.  The film was made through a participatory process in which all the Center staff 

were openly consulted for the content and featured in the film to express the importance of their 

human rights works.  The film is about 8 minutes long with a comprehensive content outlining the 

roles of CSHL in making positive changes in research and education as well as its core academic 

activities to promote human rights and IHL in Cambodia. 

The film is available on CSHL’s Facebook page and website.  The reaction of Facebook users to the 

film is positive and promising given a sense of their acceptance of CSHL’s human rights works as 

opposed to a generalized negative perception of human rights works as representing the interest 

of the opposition party and the West.  Moreover, RULE Rector made a request to upload the film 

in RULE new website, which meant that the film will be watched by wider community; thereby, 

increasing CSHL’s publicity and a wider understanding of human rights and IHL values.  

Activity 15 – Organizational Development 

Activity 15.1 – Strategic Plan 

In the course of 2019 CSHL will develop a Strategic Plan outlining the way forward for the enxt 5 

years.  

A significant amount of work towards the Strategic Plan has already been completed. CSHL has a 

very clear and accepted Vision: 
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To become the leading university-based research center in human rights and humanitarian law in 
Cambodia. 

CSHL’s Mission is clearly articulated: 

CSHL is committed to promote the understanding of human rights and international humanitarian 
law through rigorous research, high quality education and greater cooperation. 

Objectives, strategies and anticipated outcomes to bring about the mission and achieve the vision 

are articulated in various documents and funding proposals developed by CSHL. 

An agreed framework for the Strategic Plan will be developed by CSHL staff. Internal workshops 

will be held and key stakeholders consulted as the draft plan is prepared for circulation and 

comment. 

It is likely that most, if not all, of the issues raised as organizational development topics discussed 

below will be aspects of the Strategic Plan. 

Activity 15.2 – Legal Status of CSHL 

CSHL is not a legal entity in its own right. It is an independent organization attached to ELBBL as a 

post graduate research arm. In brief CSHL is an independent university-based research center 

attached to ELBBL faculty of RULE. 

The accountability reporting line is Director of CSHL reports to Director of ELBBL who reports to 

Rector of RULE. Additionally, the Director of CSHL also has a direct line of accountability to the 

Rector of RULE. 

In terms of funding, CSHL’s major funding partner is RWI. Financial accountability and reporting is 

described in the MoU between RWI and RULE outlining the conditions of CSHL funding. 

The academic protections and privileges provided by RULE are essential to achieving CSHL’s vision 

and mission. Operating under the RULE administrative procedures however, does present some 

challenges, particularly in day to day arrangements to do with banking and human resource 

practices. 

Activity 15.3 – Banking Arrangements 

At the time of the preparation of this 2018 Annual Report, a bank account is held by Margaret Jane 

Ryan, the Director of ELBBL at RULE for the sole purpose of providing for the operations and 

activities of CSHL. The operation and oversight of this account is the responsibility of the Director 

of CSHL. The bank account details, transactions verified by account statements are part of the 

audit accountability processes of CSHL. 
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There are some issues with the current arrangements that affect the efficient operation of CSHL. 

They are: 

- CSHL currently has one major donor organization. To ensure sustainability and enable CSHL 

to continue should donor circumstances change, it is desirable that the operational funding 

load be spread across several funding bodies. 

- CSHL is seeking to expand its research, publication, conference, lecture and workshop 

activities. To do so will require additional funding resources. 

- Planned activities have significant cash flow challenges that are difficult to manage without 

convenient banking arrangements. 

- RWI, CSHL’s major donor organization, has requested that a more transparent banking 

arrangement that is consistent with Swedish International Development Authority 

guidelines. 

- CSHL is unable to meet grant funding requirements that require the details of the recipient 

organizations bank account and specifically exclude the deposit of grant funding to 

accounts in an individual’s name. 

- As the leading Cambodian Human Rights research organization, it is essential that CSHL 

model and practice transparent financial procedures. 

An ideal outcome would be that CSHL be authorised by RULE to operate an independent bank 

account. An alternative would be a subaccount of RULE bank account in the name of CSHL be 

established. Any bank account established for CSHL should be subject to: 

- Requirement of 2 or 3 authorised signatories for the expenditure of funds 

- Annual audit 

- Monthly reconciliation 

- Monthly activity report signed by Director of CSHL 

Activity 15.4 – CSHL Governance 

As CSHL grows and expands, the need to establish a transparent and suitable governance structure 

that is suited to an independent human rights research center is becoming apparent. 

In 2019, CSHL will commit to pursuing the possibility of creating a Board of Directors to help CSHL’s 

Director with the overall direction and strategy for CSHL operations in the longer run. 

A way forward is for alternative board/governance structure and roles to be identified in 

consultation with Director of CSHL. Potential Board composition should be identified by Director 

of CSHL. Consultation with stakeholders regarding governance and Board composition should then 

occur. Model terms of reference and the governance structure are to be developed with the 
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Director and then stakeholders. It is anticipated that the Volunteer Organizational Development 

Mentor will work closely with the Director of CSHL on this strategy. 

The following aspirational outcomes, more likely to be achieved in 2020, are; a Foundation Board 

is identified, Board member training is developed and conducted and the CSHL Board of Governors 

established. 

Activity 15.5 – Human Resource and Financial Policies and Procedures 

In 2019, CSHL will continue to develop its Employment Handbook and Financial Policy, with the 

support of the Australian Organizational Development Mentor, Volunteer. 

As part of his role in supporting the Director strengthen institutional capacity by designing 

strategies procedures and protocols relating to finance, administration management and good 

governance the Organizational Development Mentor will work on further developing employment 

and financial policies, as required.  If necessary, the mentor will review the existing employee 

handbook and financial policy documents with an aim to improve internal documents in order to 

ensure the efficient and transparent operation of CSHL in compliance with relevant Cambodia 

laws. 

Any new policies and procedures relating to the operation of CSHL will involve extensive 

consultation and participation with CSHL employees.  Appropriate training will be a key element 

of this consultation and participation.  The purpose of the policy and procedure review is to enable 

increased CSHL staff focus on core research activities through streamlined ‘back of house’ 

management procedures. 

Activity 16 – CSHL Staff Retreat 

On Monday 24th December CSHL staff set off to Chol-Chet Resort for a day of team building, morale 

raising and friendship reinforcement.  They also took the opportunity to welcome the new 

Australian Volunteer for 2019, Chris Bothams and farewell 2018 intern, Sim Sokney. 

CSHL staff already had a very strong sense of team and really embraced the opportunity to 

socialise that the Retreat presented.  Great surrounds, fine food, and a karaoke machine made for 

a lot of fun and friendship.  An undoubted highlight was the UNO competition that saw some of 

the best researchers in Cambodia cut loose their competitive instincts. 

All too soon it was 5 o’clock and time for a very happy, and unified in purpose, team return to 

Phnom Penh. 
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2.	Methodology	
 
CSHL aims for excellence in its quest to be the leading university-based research center in human 

rights and humanitarian law in Cambodia.  CSHL researchers and staff are guided by the drive to 

excel when determining the most appropriate methodology and strategies for implementation of 

all CHSL projects and activities. 

CSHL has used a variety of methods, practices and approaches to implement its programs and 

achieve its objectives in the 2018 reporting period.   CSHL researchers take every opportunity for 

professional development and use these events to then in turn, present their learnings to other 

by way of publications or workshops.   CSHL aims for incremental improvement in its workshops 

and conference presentation based on feedback received from participants. 

 

The methodology employed by CSHL revolve around its research-based mission and dissemination 

of the results of the research.  Specific strategies include; publications, conferences, lectures, 

workshops, networking, training, teaching and coaching.  The Moot competitions and Clinical Legal 

Education whilst technically CHSL programs or activities can be considered as part of its 

methodology in achieving its objectives. 

 

2.1 – Publications 
 
The CHSL Director and staff identify and action opportunities for publication of research findings 

in suitable international and local journals.  The opportunities for showcasing CSHL in local 

publications are limited.  Given this CSHL aims to establish its own journal for publishing research 

findings.  In 2018 a sample ‘Brief’ was published.  It is intended to expand on this beginning in 2019 

and further develop the ‘CSHL Research Brief’ with the longer-term vision of establishing a CSHL 

Journal for the publication of Cambodian human rights research. 

In 2018 five academic papers were published and seven completed drafts prepared.  The titles of 

the CSHL published articles in 2018 are outlined elsewhere in the Report.  In addition, CSHL staff 

have been developing a ‘Teaching Handbook on Comparative Human Rights Law in Theory and 

Practice’. 

2.2 – Research 
 
The CSHL Director and Researchers conceptualise and design individual research projects.  They 

partner and participate in international projects as appropriate.  They carry out field work and 

undertake desk research and interviews as required. 
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Details and titles of ongoing research by CHSL researchers are detailed elsewhere in this Report.  

Areas and topics of ongoing research by CSHL staff are varied and include; Cambodian law 

enforcement, the role of post-conflict countries in contributing to sustainable peace, participation 

in constitutional and law making processes in Cambodia, children’s rights in criminal procedures, 

a comparative study of gender rights to food, land policy in relation to access to food and gender 

in Cambodia, the impact of a hydro-power dam on women’s rights, and discrimination against 

women in higher education. 

2.3 – Training 
 
CSHL is committed to the provision of high-quality training on human rights and humanitarian law.  

In 2018 training in these fields was provided for Cambodian students, academics, legal 

practitioners, Cambodian judicial officers at the Royal Academy for Judicial Professions (RAJP), 

General Assembly research staff and the public. 

CSHL staff participated in training opportunities that further enhance their abilities and skills.  They 

then used the strategies learnt in their provision training as well as at lectures and workshops. 

2.4 - 4th CSHL Annual Conference  
 
In 2018 CSHL hosted the Center’s 4th Annual Academic Conference on Human Rights.  The themes 

of the conference were constitutional rights, women’s rights and transitional justice.  In 

conference sessions devoted to each theme CSHL researchers and other academics presented 

papers on specific topics with a moderator providing the contextual overview and managing the 

subsequent discussion and questions from the audience. 

The Conference provided a venue for the Center’s Researchers and others to make the findings of 

their research available. 

2.5 - Conferences, Lectures, Workshops, Partnerships and Networking Opportunities 

In 2018 CSHL staff participated in conferences, workshops and networking relevant to their 

research projects.  They were trainers and resource persons for RWI, RULE and ICRC’s training 

programs, workshops or conferences.  CSHL conducted a Public Lecture Series on the 

Responsibility to Protect (R2P)  

CSHL continued to foster and maintain networks with stakeholders, lecturers, academics and 

academic institutions to host or co-organize conferences, lectures and workshops. CSHL actively 

engaged and collaborated with partner organizations to provide training on human rights, 

humanitarian law, research methodology and fair trial rights to law. 

Teaching 
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CSHL staff taught all compulsory and related International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 

courses in the ELBBL program at the Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE).  They 

participated as visiting professors in the International Human Rights Master Degree program at 

Paññāsāstra University of Cambodia (PUC).  

CSHL provided Professional Legal Skills (PLS) course to 12 RULE law students and secured judges, 

lawyers and prosecutors from to provide guest lectures for the PLS course as well as providing 

professional legal skills training 

2.6 - Moot Competitions 
 
The CSHL researchers, as Moot Supervisors, carried out the following activities: 

- Provided students with necessary training and supervision to ensure that students can 

write legal memos.  

- Prepared students for the oral pleadings before judges and public observers.  

- Conducted CSHL moot court competition programs as a mandatory course. 

- Sought support from professionals and experts in the preparation of memos submission 

and oral pleading practice. 

- Hosted National Round for IHL Moot Competition in collaboration with ICRC 

- Facilitated travel plans for international rounds for RULE Moot teams 

2.7 - Clinical Legal Education 
 
CSHL staff supervised CLE project students who conducted legal research and draft legal memos 

with suggested arguments in human rights cases for the Legal Aid lawyers.  They advised CLE 

project students who then assisted the lawyers in conducting legal research and preparing training 

materials for raising awareness of legal and human rights to vulnerable people. 
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3.	Results	Analysis	
	
Results on Output level 

 

Expected Output 1 – Increased research activities and quality publications at international, regional 
and local journals as well as increased written advocacy for legal and policy reforms in better 
respect and protection of human rights and humanitarian law in Cambodia 
 

- Increased number of publications.  Five research papers were gone through lengthy review 

process before being published at regional and international levels (See Annex 2).  These 

papers address contemporary human rights issues in Cambodia on migrant workers, 

transitional justice, right to participation in law-making process, women and higher 

education, and construction workers. 

- Establishing CSHL Research Brief Volume 1.  

- Increased research and publication collaborations with three book projects, namely, the 

DEMETER project on “Agricultural Commercialization, Gender Equality and the Right to 
Food”, the Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies 2nd Special Edition on 

Human Rights 2019, and “15 Years after the Creation of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal: 
Promoting Cambodian Voices in Research Dealing with the Past in Cambodia”. 

- Increased research grant applications.  CSHL applied three research grants along with 

international partners, one of which was successful. 

- CSHL researchers and staff participated in conferences, workshops and networking 

relevant to the research projects and presented their research findings in and outside 

Cambodia. 

- CSHL researchers and staff participated in training opportunities that further enhance 

abilities and skills in research methodology and academic writing. 

- Increased effort in identifying actions and opportunities for publication of research findings 

in suitable international and local journals. 

 

Expected Output 2 – Increased research knowledge, analytical skills and professional development 
related to human rights and humanitarian law for Cambodian students, academics, and 
practitioners through training, mentoring and coaching 

- CSHL researchers provided in-class trainings and coaching of approximately 15 sessions to 

40 law students on IHL, legal research, memo writing, oral pleadings in preparation for the 

National Round of the 17th Red Cross IHL Moot held at RULE and to three law students who 

represented Cambodia in the international with further intensive coaching. 
- CSHL researchers coached six law students selected through an open and competitive 

process to write legal memos and practice effective advocacy in order to participate in the 
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Nuremberg Moot Court and the 10th Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Moot Court 

over a period of six months. 
- CSHL researchers identified and sought human rights and legal experts to support moot 

students to further improve their skills in research, writing and pleading. 
- Improved professional development skills in human rights law to 12 law students who 

participated in PLS course with the training focus on lawyering set skills such as interview 

and consultation techniques with clients, legal analysis, advocacy, and legal research. 
- Increased research abilities among law student participants at the University of 

Battambang through RWI’s training on research methodology in which the Center’s 

researcher was one of the trainers. 
- Improved research capacity, analysis skills in law and policy as well as academic writing 

skills to approximately 15 research staff in the National Assembly of Cambodia through a 

yearlong research training and coaching by the Center’s director. 
- Improved research capacity and leadership skills for approximately 40 participants of 

RULE’s faculty members, academics and researchers through organizing and facilitating 

two-day training workshop on “Anyone Can Write” by a well-known author and trainer. 

Expected Output 3 - Increased knowledge and deeper understanding and awareness of IHL and 
human rights for Cambodian students, academics and practitioners through quality human rights 
education programs 

- Improved human rights knowledge to approximately 250 law students of six classes by 

teaching all compulsory International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law courses in 

ELBBL program at RULE. 

- Improved knowledge and awareness of fair trial rights and related issues to 40 law students 

in ELBBL program by teaching one full course on Fair Trial Rights in Theory and Practice. 

- Increased understanding and awareness of human rights issues related to access to justice 

and right of people with disability through PLS course of 12 law students. 

- Improved human rights knowledge and understanding to a wider community by providing 

human rights training to law students at University of Management and Economics in 

Battambang Province through RWI’s intensive human rights law course. 

- The Center’s director and researchers provided three guest lectures in the International 

Human Rights Master Degree program at PUC. 

- Improved public undersnading and awarenss of the Responsibility to Protect in the context 

of ASEAN and Cambodia by organizing a series of public lectures. 

- 50 participants from PUC Master’s students, lawyer students and practitioners developed 

their legal knowledge and skills with two training workshops on “Legal Framework on 
Freedom of Expression and Internet Freedom in Cambodia”. 
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- Being regularly available as trainers and resource persons for RWI, RULE and ICRC’s 

training, workshops or conferences. 

- Increased engagement and collaboration with other partner organizations to provide 

training on human rights related topics. 

- Standardized human rights education by developing the Teaching Handbook on 

Comparative Human Rights Law in Theory and Practice and human rights training modules, 

particularly a training module on the legal framework on freedom of expression and 

internet freedom was developed by CSHL researcher. 

- Instilled human rights knowledge, skills and values in approximately 25 practitioners and 

researchers working at the National Assembly of Cambodia by mentoring and supervising 

their research topics concerning inclusive growth and women rights. 

 

Expected Output 4 – Increased networking and enhanced contributions to the promotion of vibrant 
academic community, human rights values and research culture through hosting and attending 
conferences, workshops and public events 

- Enhanced local networking and public discussions on burning human rights issues among 

Approximately 200 students, academics, researchers and relevant stakeholders who 

participated in a full day conference the 4th CSHL Academic Conference on Comparative 

Human Rights Law with two keynote speeches and three panel discussions of 7 papers. 
- Broadened perspectives and understanding of international criminal justice and conflicts 

related to mass violence and killings among approximately 150 students through three 

public screenings, organized by the Center and WSD Handa Center. 
- Sharpened awareness of about 200 students concerning cross-cutting human rights issues 

related to business responsibility, cyber warfare, international labour system, and ethnicity 

rights through four public lectures provided by international professors. 
- Increased knowledge and understanding of the emerging principle on the responsibility to 

protect (R2P) and state’s obligations to prevent mass crimes to about 30 law students 

through the Center’s public lecture series. 
 

Expected Output 5 – Increased human rights resources both print and online, improved capacity of 
librarians and promoted library’s roles in research and life-long learning 

- Improved capacity of the Center’s librarian by a visit of RWI’s library experts to provide 

training in online resource, which resulted in the Center’s grant access to free Oxford 

Academic Journals. 
- Improved update and management of the PUC/CSHL online human rights resource 

platform assisted by RWI’s library experts. Meetings between PUC and CSHL’s libraries 

happened more often to update the platform. 
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- Increased human rights online resource through the set-up, assisted by RWI’s library 

experts, of the Center’s e-library, an online repository where the Center uploads all of its 

electronic publications, publicly accessible. 
- Increased print publications by increased number of the Center’s publications as well as 

institutional and individual donations. 
- Improved capacity of students and academics in conducting online research, especially in 

the field of human rights through a series of library trainings by the Center’s librarian. 
 

Expected Output 6 – Increased public awareness and understanding of the importance of human 
rights works and values as well as the roles of research center through media and participation in 
public events 

- Increased publicity of the Center’s academic and research works in human rights and 

humanitarian law through the production of the Center’s promotional film, which was 

distributed widely on its Facebook page, website and to partner organizations. 

- Increased public awareness of the important roles of library and human rights resources 

by joining three public exhibitions namely the National Library Festival, RULE Academic 

Fair, and the celebration of the 70th Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Expected Output 7 – Improved professional development of the Center’s researchers and staff as 
well as strengthened partnership and international stance of the Center 

- Increased research capacity of the Center’s staffs by participating in and presented their 

research findings at various international and regional conferences, workshops, training 

and academic exchange. 

- Improved capacity of the Center’s staffs in managing and supervising their individual 

projects in research and training. 

- Increased pedagogical skills of the Center’s staffs by attending ToT workshops and human 

rights and pedagogical training. 

- Improved professional development skills of the Center’s researchers by taking part in 

writing grant applications including proposed activity, implementation plan, budget plan, 

and evaluation plan for research and training in collaboration with international partners. 

- Increased collaborations with international partners in applying for grants for research and 

training, organizing events and participating in various events locally and internationally. 

- Increased outreach by the production of the Center’s promotional film, leaflet, and 

research brief, and other publications. 
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Results on Outcome level 

 
In this section the results obtained at the outcome level during the reporting period will be 

outlined and analysed. 
 
Outcome 1 

Expected outcome/s 
of the component 

- Improved quality and increased number of human rights 

publications written by Cambodian researchers and students 

Indicator/s - Number of publications and working papers on human rights 

topics 

- Number of signed cooperation agreements with international 

partners in research 

- Number of international academic exchange in research 

- Quality of publications and working papers 

- Improved research capacity of the Center’s researchers and 

local academics. 

- Number of presentations of research findings 

- Number of attending research conferences and workshops 

- Number of international and local partners in research 

- Number of research grant applications 

- Number of research visits 

- Translation of English publications to Khmer versions 

- Established local journal/publication forum 

- Number of research events hosted and co-hosted by CSHL 

 

CSHL’s researchers continued to publish their research findings in international, regional and local 

journals as well as present them at various levels of research conferences and workshops as 

described throughout this report.  More importantly, they continued to successfully implement 

the Center’s existing research projects and collaborations with partners by writing and co-writing 

with international researchers; thereby, improving their research capacity and developing their 

research quality to international standards.  As a result, five research papers were published, with 

seven working papers produced and three papers being drafted, involving in three book projects 

in collaboration with international partners.  Their research findings and works a wide range of 

current human rights issues facing Cambodia and contribute to legal and policy reforms, triggering 

public debate and discussion, advocacy, and knowledge and understanding of human rights issues 

and situation based on fact and reasonable analysis. 
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One of the most notable CSHL research achievements in 2018 was the successful completion of 

the collaborative research project with the Philipps-Universität Marburg on the VaM project over 

a period of 13-months implementation.  As a result, the research report was produced, containing 

135 pages was re-produced in a much shorter version called the report brief of four pages 

summarising key research finding.  The research report and the report brief were also translated 

into Khmer language to reach a wider audience, especially local readers who have limited English 

language.  The research report and the report brief were printed 130 copies and 1000 for the 

report brief while the electronic versions both in Khmer and English languages are also available 

on CSHL and Philipps-Universität Marburg ’s websites. 

During the first year of implementing the DEMETER project, the Center’s director and researcher 

co-authored two research papers with international researchers legal and policy frameworks on 

gender equality and the right to food.  These areas of cross-cutting human rights issues are widely 

ignored with limited research publications and public discussions.  As part of the project’s 

implementation, the research teams from Ghana, Cambodia and Switzerland met up in the project 

meeting’s workshop in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, which provided the opportunity for the Center’s 

researchers to present their research findings to their international teammates in which they 

received constructive comments to improve their papers.  The meeting also had internal 

discussion about publications, exchange dialogue with scholars in Ethiopia and prepared plan for 

future activities and collaborations.  Such meeting demonstrated a lot of aspects with regard to 

set skills in project management, especially given the fact that the DEMETER’s project teams are 

from three different countries; thereby, giving the Center’s researchers to learn about proper 

project planning, how to follow up tasks through completion, teamwork and especially how to 

conduct effective online communication and coordination. 

CSHL initiated the publication of the Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies, 2nd Special 
Edition on Human Rights for 2018.  The aim of this book project is to provide a forum for 

Cambodian researchers to publish their papers; increasing the number of publications on human 

rights and encouraging Cambodian researchers to continue with their research and writing in the 

field.  The proposed book provides a practical alternative to the painstaking and competitive 

process of publishing research in international and regional journals. Cambodian researchers have 

often been discouraged from submitting papers for publication due to the lack of or limited 

financial incentives.  This is a major issue in the higher education system in Cambodia. As a result 

of this initiative, seven research papers written by local researchers were collected and reviewed, 

four of which were contributed by the Center’s researchers, while a Cambodian editor of this book 

project is the Center’s former researcher and currently its senior research fellow. 

To establish itself as the leading university-based research center in human rights in Cambodia, 

CSHL initiated to establish its own journal called (CSHL Research Brief).  CSHL Research Brief Vol. I 
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was released in December 2018, which was print in a colourful format of 1,000 copies and widely 

distributed to law students, academics, researchers and partner institutions. It is also available on 

the Center’s website. 

CSHL’s researchers also put in a great deal of efforts to seek international and local cooperation in 

research by continuing to apply for research grants and attend many research or human rights 

related events as mentioned throughout this report.  Such dynamic activities enable the Center to 

expand its international reach and stance as one of the leading centers in human rights research 

in Cambodia. 

Outcome 2 

Expected outcome/s 
of the component 

- Improved pedagogical and mentoring skills and increased 

quality human rights educational programs as well as human 

rights and research training  

Indicator/s - Number of human rights and humanitarian law courses 

- Number of participations in pedagogy training workshop 

- Number of training modules produced 

- Translation of training modules into Khmer language 

- Degree to which human rights education are mainstreamed 

- Number of human rights related moot court participations 

- Results of moot court competitions 

- Number and quality of legal memos written  

- Number of research and human rights training programs 

 

 

CSHL provides one of the most intensive and quality human rights educational programs in 

Cambodia.  Eight human rights and humanitarian law related courses taught by the Center’s 

director and researchers were of high quality teaching based on interactive learning approach, 

standardized course syllabuses and research-based lectures.  The Center’s researchers continued 

to receive RWI ToT training and pedagogical training workshop under the DOCKSIDE project to 

improve their teaching capacity, particularly alternative learning approaches such as e-learning.   

The Center’s researcher also passed on ToT training by training 10 PLS students to manage their 

own CLE project.  As a result, the students produced their own training module on human rights 

related to labour law, and they used the module to provide a legal training to a student community 

in Ratanakiri Province.   They also created budget plan and raised fund to support the trip. 
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The Center’s researchers also developed their teaching capacity through research projects and 

participations in international and regional conferences and workshops.  In this regard, they were 

able to expand their practical knowledge and perspective as well as update on contemporary 

human rights issues facing countries in the region and the world.  Such robust academic and 

research activities are not common among local university academics and professors in Cambodia.  

Therefore, the Center’s researchers continued to establish themselves as the leading human rights 

lecturers and trainers in Cambodia, which proved in their abilities in teaching a wide range of 

specific human rights issues as outlined in this report. 

By way of examples, this year the Center’s director and researchers provided a series of intensive 

human rights training programs on the Responsibility to Protect related to military intervention, 

internet freedom and fair trial rights in which international and national legal systems are 

specifically explored with practical applications in the human rights contexts in Cambodia.  Such 

human rights topics are usually not part of general human rights law course in Cambodia. 

To ensure high quality human rights training and educational programs, the Center continued to 

standardize its human rights course syllabus and teaching materials.  The Center’s researchers 

continued to develop the Teaching Handbook as reported in Activity.3.  A comprehensive training   

module designed to teach internet freedom and freedom of expression in the context of Cambodia 

was fully developed and translated into Khmer to expand its outreach. 

CSHL is arguably the only research centre in Cambodia to provide intensive and high-quality 

trainings in professional lawyering skills to law students through moot court competitions in the 

fields of international human rights, humanitarian and criminal laws.  This is particularly evident in 

a great success of CSHL’s moot court program this year, as the team competing in Geneva was 

awarded the 3rd Best Memos and the team in Nuremberg was ranked 4th in the General Round 

and advanced to the Quarter-Final Round or top 16 in the tournaments, respectively. CSHL 

announced these achievements on its Facebook page and received strong support and positive 

reactions from the public, which continues to prove CSHL as the centre of excellence and the 

leading one in high quality legal education and research related to human rights and international 

humanitarian law. 

Based on observations, a large number of law students participating in the Center’s human rights 

educational moot court programs become judicial officers and lawyers, obtain oversea 

scholarships, and work in influential public and private institutions.  With instilled human rights 

knowledge and skills, they are hoped to mainstream human rights values through their works and 

in their working environment.  
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Outcome 3 

Expected outcome/s 
of the component 

- Increased public awareness and wider understanding of 

human rights and humanitarian law 

Indicator/s - Number of conferences, workshops, seminars and forums 

- Number of public exhibition events 

- Number of public lectures 

- Availability of Khmer publications translated from English 

- Number of screenings of human rights related films 

- Quantity and quality of human rights resources 

- Production of promotional film 

- Communication tools 

 

CSHL contributed to the building of a vibrant human rights academic society by raising public 

awareness and understanding of human rights law and values in Cambodia. 

The 4th CSHL Annual Conference on Comparative Human Rights Law was successfully organized 

with approximately 200 participants, majority of which were law students (See Activity 4).  Getting 

approval from the RULE’s administration required less effort given its proven academic purpose 

and quality of the conference.  Discussions were conducted in an open and respectful manner with 

dynamic interactions between the speakers and participants.  The conference’s booklets 

containing research abstract and speakers’ profiles were professionally prepared and distributed 

to standardize university-based academic conference that is of high quality and merit. 

Eight public lectures by international visiting professor and local researchers and three film 

screenings on a variety of human rights topics were hosted by CSHL to keep human rights events 

dynamic and regularly.  Such public events continued to boost the Center’s popularity and added 

values to RULE.  

CSHL participated in three public exhibitions namely the National Library Festival, RULE Academic 

Fair, and the celebration of the 70th Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the aforementioned.  

Event materials such as x-standing, banners, leaflet, publications, books, and other information 

stuff prepared and printed to showcase the activities, roles and products of the Center to a huge 

number of general public including government officials, stakeholders, and embassy delegates, 

attending these three events. 
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4.	Update	on	Partnership	Strategies	and	Coordination	with	Other	Actors	
 

CSHL was established in 2014 under a Memorandum of Understanding between RULE and RWI, 

with the mission to promote the wider understanding of human rights and international 

humanitarian law through research and education in Cambodia.  This academic cooperation was 

made possible due to RWI’s cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2014 

and extended until 2020, which allows RWI to develop capacity of local institutions and resource 

persons with various projects and activities in the academic setting.  CSHL is operated 

independently from RWI but under ELBBL, one of the law faculties at RULE.  Although RWI is the 

major donor of CSHL in term of financial support, RULE also provided institutional support and 

some operational costs such as electricity, water, office and library spaces, office equipment, and 

other maintenance costs.  CSHL is expected to sustain itself in the long run, with RWI’s support 

decreased annually.  In this regard, it is indispensable for CSHL to continue increasing its 

cooperation and network with both international and local partners.  Aside from the support from 

RWI and RULE, since its inception CSHL has received tremendous supports from other partners 

through various means as follows: 

4.1 – International Committee of the Red Cross – Cambodia 

In 2018, International Committee of the Red Cross based in Cambodia (ICRC) funded 100% salary 

of one of CSHL’s researchers who worked mostly on IHL related topics and activities.  Throughout 

the year, the roles of the IHL researcher included, but not limited to, (1) conducting research on 

contemporary IHL issues related to Cambodia, (2) teaching IHL course at ELBBL, (3) developing IHL 

training tools and materials for us in training Cambodian lawmakers, military and police forces, 

especially Cambodian UN peacekeepers, (4) coaching and supervising support for law students 

who competed in the IHL moot court competition both in Cambodia and in Hong Kong; and (5) 

reviewing Khmer translation of all of the Four Geneva Conventions to be distributed widely to 

students, academics and particularly Cambodian military and police forces. 

Aside from IHL works and activities, the IHL researcher supervised CSHL’s CLE program and 

involved in various CSHL activities and research related to human rights, representing CSHL at 

international and local events. The IHL researcher also participated in the RWI TOT program and 

other RWI activities, particularly related to capacity building in the areas of legal aid and clinical 

legal education. 

4.2 – Australia Volunteers for International Development 

Since 2014, CSHL cooperated with the Australia Volunteers for International Development (AVID) 

program to recruit professional Australian volunteers to work at CSHL full-time as part of 

Australia’s aid objectives to Cambodia through pro bono works.  In November 2017, CSHL 
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recruited the 3rd Australian Volunteer under AVID program to work full-time as Organizational 

Development Mentor for a one-year mandate until November 2019. Unfortunately, the 3rd AVID 

volunteer requested to finish her mission with CSHL in mid-March 2018 before the end of the 

mandate period due to personal reasons, which required her to return to Australia.  During the 4-

months spell at CSHL, the 3rd AVID volunteer supported CSHL Director to: 

- Created standardized templates for employment contracts and job description, which 

were distributed to CSHL staff for their employment contracts in 2018, 

- Reviewed and improved CSHL Employment Handbook to ensure that human resource 

policies and procedures complied with financial standards and practice as well as relevant 

Cambodia laws, especially Cambodia Labor Law, and 

- Provided staff training program in order to improve professional development skills in 

report writing, donor reports and how to write grant and proposals effectively. 

In mid-December 2018, the 4th and current Australian volunteer under AVID program commenced 

his full-time work for CSHL with the same position of the previous one as Organizational 

Development Mentor.  This role is much needed at CSHL to assist the Director to address its 

institutional challenges and develop policies and strategies that ensure CSHL’s sustainability.  The 

4th AVID volunteer with many years of businessmen management experience has a one-year 

mandate until December 2019.  As the Organizational Development Mentor, he has worked 

closely with CSHL Director to ensure that CSHL is operated in an effective, transparent and 

sustainable manner.  The 4th AVID volunteer has provided clear insights for identifying CSHL’s 

institutional challenges and has taken initiatives to address them. By the time of writing this report, 

the 4th AVID volunteer has supported the Director in the following: 

- Drafting and reviewing CSHL promotional film project, 

- Assisting CSHL Director in drafting and reviewing its annual report for 2018, 

- Assisting CSHL in applying for grants and staff for PhD applications, 

- Providing proof-reading support to CSHL staff, 

- Providing consultations to CSHL Director to address day-to-day management issues and 

office matters, 

- Assisting CSHL Director and finance officer in addressing the auditing recommendations, 

and 

- Providing strategic advices and consultations to CSHL Director to address the banking 

arrangement issue, its legal status, and ways forward to sustain CSHL’s operation. 

4.3 – The Gender Center of Graduate Institute of International Development Studies – Geneva  

In February 2018, CSHL signed a research agreement with the Graduate Institute-Geneva for the 

period of 3 years until 31 January 2021.  Under the agreement, CSHL is required to implement a 
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research project together with partners and researchers from Ghana and Switzerland on land 

commercialization, gendered agrarian transformation and the right to food, namely the DEMETER 

project.  CSHL receives a lump sum of funds from the DEMETER project, which contributes to 95% 

of salary of one of CSHL’s researchers over a period of 36 months.  In order to implement the 

DEMETER project, CSHL’s researcher and director are required to conduct in-depth research and 

produce research articles published at high quality journals or with well-known publishers, some 

of which may be co-authored with other researchers from Ghana and Switzerland.  They were also 

expected to present the research findings at various international conferences and participate in 

other academic activities as required to implement the project successfully.  All in all, the 

DEMETER project has provided CSHL director and research a great opportunity to publish at the 

highest level and connect with other international researchers and institutions. 

4.4 – Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany 

In October 2017, CSHL signed a research agreement with the Center for Conflict Studies, Philipps-

Universität Marburg, Germany, to implement the VaM project, which ended successfully in 

November 2018 as described above.  Under this project agreement, CSHL received USD 600 per 

month over a period of 13 months to support the salary of its staff, which resulted in a substantial 

reduction of RWI’s funding in salary contribution in 2018. 

4.5 – University of Victoria, Canada 

In 2017, CSHL cooperated with the University of Victoria, Canada, as its partner university to 

implement a project called “Regulating Globalization in South and Southeast Asia”, funded 

through the Queen Elizabeth Scholarships-Advanced Scholars (QES-AS) for a period of 4 years till 

end of 2020.  This project aims to support doctoral, post-doctoral, and early career scholars from 

South and Southeast Asia conducting research on the focus area, Governance and Justice through 

exchange programs between the partner universities.  As a result, CSHL nominated one of its 

researchers to apply for a PhD degree through this collaborative project.  Having gone through all 

admission requirements, the researcher was awarded the PhD scholarship to study in the 

University of Victoria, Canada.  Up on her return, the researcher is also expected to re-integrate 

with CSHL and RULE in order to contribute to its institutional development and achievement by 

disseminating her improved skills and research not only within CSHL and RULE but also the wider 

community in Cambodia.  As part of the cooperation, the researcher continues to be a focal point 

of contact between the two universities in relation to the implementation of this project and 

further cooperation.  During the reporting period, the researcher representing CSHL as its Senior 

Research Fellow to support CSHL academic activities as follows: 

- Providing research support to CSHL Director on an edited book chapter, “Legal Protection 
of Construction Workers and the Right to Safe Working Conditions: Lessons From 
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Cambodia”, under the cooperation between CSHL and the University of Victoria through 

Pro Bono Students Cambodia (PBSC), 

- Representing CSHL to conduct a discussion session on “Protecting Persons Displaced in the 

Context of Flood in Kratie, Cambodia: A Human Rights-Based Approach”, at its 4th Annual 

Academic Conference on Comparative Human Rights Law on the 15th of December 2018 

at RULE, Cambodia, 

- Representing CSHL to support RWI’s human rights training on the 10th December Academy 

as one of the trainers, held in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, 

- Representing CSHL to be one of the editors in the Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative 

Legal Studies, 2nd Special Edition on Human Rights by Cambodian Society of Comparative 

Law, 

- Introducing a project officer at University of Victoria to CSHL Director in order to explore 

the possibility of internship opportunity for Canadian students at CSHL, 

- Representing CSHL as one of the co-editors in the book project on “15 Years after the 
Creation of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal: Promoting Cambodian Voices in Research on Dealing 
with the Past in Cambodia”, a research collaboration between CSHL and Swisspeace, 

funded by the Embassy of Switzerland, and 

- Representing CSHL to be one of the guessed judges in the national round of the Red Cross 

IHL moot court competition in December 2018. 

In addition to the aforementioned support, CSHL has established working relationships with a 

number of local institutions as follows:  

- PUC – CSHL continued to have a strong partnership with PUC through a number of 

academic activities such as its joint website on online human rights resource, research 

publications, guest lectures, training and other academic events as described above. 

- The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia – CSHL Director provided a series of 

in-class training and coaching on research methodology to approximately 30 researchers 

and staff at the National Assembly. 

- WSD Handa Center – CSHL continued to maintain good relationship with Handa Center 

throughout the year, which resulted in the co-host of movie screenings related to the 

ECCC and international criminal justice, research collaboration, and trainings. 

- Cambodia Institute for Cooperation and Peace (CICP) – CSHL continued to collaborate 

with CICP with regard to R2P related project and activities. 
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5.	Gender	Equality	Perspectives	and	Other	Prioritised	Issues	

 
The Researchers at CSHL are all women who are committed to ensuring that CSHL remains the 

leading university-based research center in human rights and humanitarian law in Cambodia.   

Whilst the activities of CSHL women have been articulated elsewhere in this Annual Report it is a 

worthwhile exercise to provide a summary of their contribution in a gender equality perspective. 

CSHL women undertake research, produce high quality academic papers, participate in, and run 

local and international conferences, workshops and training events.  As part of their work they 

collaborate with international, regional and local academic institutions. The very nature of human 

rights research ensures their output is gender related.   

All of the Researchers at the Center, have postgraduate qualifications in Law and for part of their 

time, lecture in human rights related subjects in ELBBL.  They trained and coached final year law 

students participating in legal Moot competitions.  Law students coached by the Center’s 

researchers achieved considerable success at Moot competitions in Nuremberg, Hong Kong and 

Geneva. They have provided human rights training for the Cambodian United Nations Peace-

Keepers as well as training for legal aid practitioners. 

   

Recent research and publications by CSHL women include: 

 

- Boravin Tann.  2018.  Safeguarding Safe Labour Migration of Cambodia’s Migrant Workers: an 

assessment of regulation on Private Recruitment Agencies in Cambodia.  Nitipat NIDA Journal. 

 

- Boravin Tann.  2018.  Justice and reconciliation for the victims of the Khmer Rouge? Victim 

participation in Cambodia’s transitional justice process. 

 

- Vandanet Hing.  Cambodian Law Enforcement: Crowd Management, Cambodian Yearbook of 

Comparative Legal Studies 2019, 2nd Special Edition on Human Rights Cambodian Society of 

Comparative Law. 

 

- Vandanet Hing.  The Role of Post-Conflict Countries in Contributing to the Sustainable 

Peace. 

 

- Vandanet Hing.  The Application of the Constitutional Rights of Public Participation: 

Assessment of the 1993 Cambodian Constitutional Making Process and Right to 

Participation in the Law Making Process’, Journal of Southeast Asia Human Rights. 

 

- Muy Seo Ngouv and Kristi Joamets.  Child’s Right to Be Heard and Be Represented in the 
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Criminal Procedure: A Comparative Analysis of Estonian and Cambodian Law’, Cambodian 

Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies 2019, 2nd Special Edition on Human Rights 

Cambodian Society of Comparative Law. 

 

-  Muy Seo Ngouv and seven others.  Securing a gender equal right to food? Legislative 

experiences from Bolivia, Cambodia, Ghana and Kenya. Journal of Peasant Studies. 

 

- Muy Seo Ngouv & Elisabeth Prügl.  Gender mainstreaming in food security policy in 

Cambodia.  

 

- Kimsan Soy & Muy Seo Ngouv.  Impacts of Social Land Concessions on Right to Food and 

Gender Equality in Cambodia. 

 

- Boravin Tann.  The Right to Freedom of Association of Human Rights Defenders in the 

Kingdom of Cambodia, Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies 2019, 2nd 

Special Edition on Human Rights Cambodian Society of Comparative Law. 

 

- Sophorn Tuy.  Impacts of Hydropower Dam to Women’s Rights: Case of Lower Sesan 2 (LS2) 

Hydropower Dam, Kbal Romeas Village, Steung Treng Province, Cambodia’, Cambodian 

Yearbook of Comparative Legal Studies 2019, 2nd Special Edition on Human Rights 

Cambodian Society of Comparative Law. 

 

- Sophorn Tuy.  Discrimination against Women to Pursue Higher Education. Journal of 

Southeast Asia Human Rights. 

 

In addition, CSHL invited RULE female professors to be the moderators of panel discussions at its 

4th Annual Academic Conference. Women and gender related topics have been one of the key 

themes at the annual conference including the reporting year while 12 out of 17, amount to 70% 

of the speakers at the conference were female. 
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6.	Resources	used	during	the	Reporting	Period	
 

The total budget allocated for CSHL under the 2018 Cooperation Agreement was SEK 755,000 or 

about USD 88,805.  During the reporting period, the total cost of CSHL’s program was amount to 

$86,308 or 97.2% of the total budget, with a positive balance of $2,497 based on CSHL’s Financial 

Report attached as Annex A. 

This resulted in about 12.1% decrease in RWI’s funding compared to last year and 32.5% in 2016’s 

budget, respectively. Such continuing annual decrease in RWI’s funding was a result of the Centre’s 

achievements and commitments to find other funding sources by various research projects and 

grants for trainings as described throughout this report. 

The fund balance at the beginning of 2018 totalled $3,325 at 31 December 2017 while the closing 

balance was $41 at 31 December 2018, with $7,394 payable on the auditing fee, severance pay 

and CSHL’s promotional film.  There is no accrued bank interest during the reporting year. 

During the reporting year, CSHL received two financial contributions from RWI: 

1. $22,907 on 8 February 2018, amount to 25% of the total budget  

2. $57,742 on 15 June 2018, amount to 65% of the total budget 

Therefore, the RWI funds received and spent by CSHL for its project activities in 2018 is 

represented as follows: 

- Opening balance    $3,325 

- Grants received during 2018   $80,649 

- Fund used during 2018   $86,308 

- Closing balance    $41 

In 2018, the Centre spent almost the entire budget of $58,543 or 99.7% of the total budget 

allocated for programme management and expert participation.  The allocated budget for 

programme management was used up 100% to support four staff salaries including their 5% 

severance pay.  That can be summarized in 95% for the Centre’s director and one researcher and 

50% for admin/finance officer and librarian, while the remaining of their salaries obtained from 

various external funding as mentioned below.  The other two researchers were fully funded by the 

ICRC and the DEMETER project during the reporting period.  This year, $1,119 was spent on CLE 

trainer and financial consultant to assist in creating global budget template, with a positive balance 

of $181 under the budget line (No.a.1) for expert participation. 

In 2018 the Centre continued to support its staff and researchers as well as law students to 

participate in conferences, workshops and moot court events, which made approximately 13 
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oversea trips involving 25 travellers and 5 local trips of 10 travellers outside Phnom Penh.  $2,826 

out of $6,500 allocated in the budget line (No.b.3) were spent to support the Centre’s travelling, 

mostly oversea trips, including visa fee, food and accommodation allowance, flight tickets and 

local transportation, and insurance, while most of the expenses for all international travelling were 

bore by event organizers and the Centre’s international partners, particularly RWI.  All the local 

trips were fully supported by partners, particularly RWI.  Therefore, the Centre made significant 

savings in travel costs. 

The total cost of $10,580 with a negative balance of $5,580 was paid to finance six law students 

participating in the moot court competitions in Geneva and Nuremberg, respectively.  To cover up 

the excess, a number of savings from other budget lines (No.b.3, No.c & No.d.1) for CSHL travel, 

event hosting and publications were requested and approved by RWI to support the student 

participants. 

The Centre also increased its savings from the auditing fee of $3,750 with a positive balance of 

$1,250 this year, with 38.7% decrease in the fee compared to last year.  Savings from 

miscellaneous expense was amount to 46.7% due to the Centre’s commitment to minimize 

expenses on mostly office supply and stationery. 

RWI remains the major funding body for CSHL contributing approximately two thirds of its 

operating expense.  However, the Center is increasingly attracting additional funding from other 

sources in order to increase its output. 

In addition to RWI’s funding during 2018, the Centre received external funds to support two full-

time researchers and 50% salary of its admin/finance officer and librarian including their severance 

pay as follows: 

- ICRC (For one full-time researcher)   $16,560 

- Teaching & training fee    $9,430 

- DEMETER project     $13,687 

- VaM project      $1,200 

- ABA-ROLI      $2,535 

Total = $43,412  

During the reporting period, the Centre continued to operate in an open, transparent and cost-

effective manner by complying with tax obligations, standardized financial policy and professional 

ethics.  The Centre fulfilled all its tax obligations and paid them through the RULE’s administration 

that further sent them to the General Department of Taxation Cambodia, with proper 

documentation and calculation based on current Cambodia Labor Law and Law on Taxation. 



53 

Based on the Centre’s Financial Policy updated in 2018, procurement shall be made for any 

purchase of services or goods valued at or more than $5,000 and $1,000 respectively, which is far 

below the procurement standard set by SIDA.  In light of this, the Center’s director and staff often 

deliberate prices to ensure that they are reasonable and acceptable before making decision on 

purchase and in some case obtained three quotations for accommodation, flight tickets, catering, 

big amount of printing, and more recently filmmaking service, etc. 
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7.	Lessons	Learned	
 

- At the time of writing this report CSHL remains operated under an individual bank account 

which has caused some concerns as described in Activity 15.3.  Creating an institutional 

bank account under RULE has been one of the priorities of the Centre as part of its strategic 

integration and sustainability since its inception.  To that end, CSHL has made significant 

efforts to become the leading research centre and add values to RULE by supporting its 

Strategic Policy through all the academic and research activities mentioned in this report, 

and more importantly CSHL’s direct support for developing research and teaching capacity 

of RULE’s staff and faculty members.  As a result, CSHL continued to enhance its valuable 

works and recognition among RULE’s management and faculty members.  That said, such 

process takes time with carefully crafted strategies, given various institutional challenges 

faced by the Centre operated inside the public university. 

- ICRC provided the funding support for a full-time research position at CSHL over a period 

of 4 years.  Such support was absolutely vital for CSHL’s success in its mission to promote 

IHL through rigorous research and high-quality education as well as other academic 

activities.  Without such support, CSHL would not be able to implement its IHL projects 

effectively.  By the end of 2018, the Director of CSHL was however given a prior notice that 

ICRC was not able to continue the funding support of the IHL researcher in 2019.  The main 

reason was a drastic change of ICRC global budget plan in response to humanitarian crisis 

in situation and post conflict countries, which resulted in the budget reallocation for field 

supports; thereby, shrinking ICRC budget in Cambodia.  Such a sudden withdrawal of the 

ICRC funding placed an increasingly onerous burden on CSHL to readjust its budget plan by 

cutting some of its operation costs such as office supply, printing, translation, and traveling 

budget to secure employment of its IHL researcher.  CSHL and ICRC will however continue 

to collaborate on various activities, particularly providing IHL training to Cambodia forces 

and teaching to law students in Cambodia. 

- Throughout 2018 CSHL jointly submitted three research grant applications, two of which 

were not successful as stated above. While applying for grants is very important for CSHL 

to sustain itself, preparing them may also cause some disruptions to implementing CSHL’s 

existing projects due to the fact that grant application is highly competitive, time 

consuming and exhausting as well as discouraging if not successful.  Therefore, a number 

of grant applications and existing workloads must be properly balanced. 

- Despite having obtained external funding from international and local partners in 2018, 

most of these funding were short-term projects, which helped relieve CSHL’s financial 

burden temporarily.  However, CSHL is fully confident, given its increasing international 

and local networks, that it will continue to receive more funding and collaborations. 



55 

	
ANNEXES	

List	of	Annexes	
	
Annex 1 Financial Report 

 

Annex 2 Activity Photos  

 

Annex 3 List of Publications 2018 

 

Annex 4 CSHL Research Brief Volume 1 

 

Annex 5 The 4th CSHL Annual Conference’s Booklet and Evaluation 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Annual Report          Period: 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 
Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law      Date of Submission: 01 April 2019 
  
English Language Based Bachelor of Law       
Royal University of Law and Economics 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

RULE/ELBBL CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF HUMANITARIAN LAW - 1-Jan - 31 December 2018

Item Result Balance

No Unit No USD/unit Total USD USD

a
1 1 1,300 1,300 1,300 1,119.00$         181.00$            

2 Months 12 2,351 28,215 28,215 28,215.00$       -$                  

3 Researcher (95%) Months 12 1,306 15,675 15,675 15,675.00$       -$                  

4 Librarian (50%) Months 12 450 5,400 5,400 5,400.00$         -$                  

5 Office admin assistant/Finance officer (50%) Months 12 450 5,400 5,400 5,400.00$         -$                  

6 Severabce pay (5%) Months 12 228 2,735 2,735 2,734.50$         -$                  

58,725 58,725 58,543.50$       181.00$            

b
1 PU 0 0 0 0

2 PU 0 0 0 0

3 CSHL Travel PU 1 6,500 6,500 6,500 2,826.33$         3,673.67$         

4 Participants (students, workshop participants, jessup participation) PU 1 5,000 5,000 5,000 10,580.31$       (5,580.31)$        

11,500 11,500 13,406.64$       (1,906.64)$        

c
1 1 3,250 3,250 3,250 3,048.52$         201.48$            

2 PP 1 850 850 850 -$                  850.00$            

3 0 0 0 0 -$                  -$                  

4 1 80 80 80 51.00$              29.00$              

4,180 4,180 3,099.52$         1,080.48$         

d
1 Publications (copying, printing and distribution) PP 1 2,400 2,400 2,400 1,145.88$         1,254.12$         

2 CSHL promotional film 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000.00$         -$                  

3 Communication (tel, fax, postage, etc) PP 1 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,367.80$         132.20$            

4 PP 1 500 500 500 794.27$            (294.27)$           

5 PP 1 500 500 500 532.00$            (32.00)$             

6 PP 1 300 300 300 70.37$              229.63$            

7 Months 12 100 1,200 1,200 1,065.33$         134.67$            

8 PP 1 5,000 5,000 5,000 3,750.00$         1,250.00$         

13,400 13,400 10,725.65$       2,674.35$         

e 1,000 1,000 1,000 532.67$            467.33$            

1,000 1,000 532.67$            467.33$            

88,805 88,805 86,307.98$       2,496.52$         

Documentation and literature (photocopying progarmme course materials)

RWI travel

External consultants/guest researchers

Sub-total

Workshop and Conference

Conference package, incl. receptions and refreshments

Programme Management and expert participation

Fee Resource persons (legal skills experts, mentors, IT-support, translation)

CHSL Director (95%)

Sub-total 

Travel (incl. accommodation, per diem, transfers etc.)

Budget

Grand Total

Freight 

Sub-total 

Other programme costs

Equipment and materials

Computer hardware, software and support

Literature acquisition, incl. Freight

CSHL Intern

Audit

Sub-total

Miscellaneous (incl. Banking costs)

Sub-total

Item description

Insurance

Annex 1: Financial Report 
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Additional Information regarding Miscellaneous Expense 

for the Audited Financial Report 2018 
 

- 130$ was charged by the Bank with a monthly rate of 10$, and an additional charge of $10 in 
February 2018 was made to provide banking statement for the auditing purpose. 

- $129 was spent on light snacks such as milk, coffee and donuts for meetings at the Center, $71.5 
of which was paid for a farewell lunch for Australian volunteer with eight participants. 

- $96 was used to buy three gifts, which costed $41, $21.3 and $34, for two Australian volunteers 
and one American volunteer.  

- $84 was spent on a variety of service fees, especially to support preparation and organizations 
of the Center’s events such as labor fees to install huge backdrops, audio service, and almost 
50% of this expense was for repairing air conditioner for the Center’s office. 

- $68 was incurred for a number of items to provide office supply and need such as tissues, water 
jar, picture frame, and office keys. 

- $26 was paid for local transportations, mostly on Tuk Tuk fees. 
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1. Trainings / Workshops / Conferences Provided 
 

      
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Annex 2: Activity Photos 

ECPR General Conference, Germany,  
22-25 August 2018 

Workshop at Philipps-Marburg University, 
Germany, 28 August 2018 

CHRM2 International Conference, Indonesia, 
17-20 September 2018 

Internet Freedom Training, Cambodia,  
May-June 2018 

15th ASLI Conference, South Korea,  
8-12 May 2018 

Demeter Project, Ethiopia, 3-9 June 2018 



  

SEAHRN Conference, the Philippines,  
14-18 October 2018 

Final Workshop of VaM Project,  
Cambodia, 29 November 2018 

Joint Board on Human Rights Course, 
Cambodia (UME), 17 November 2018 

ASEAN and EU Looking Toward the Global Goals 
2030, Belgium, 27 October-5 November 2018 

Peacekeeping Training,  
Cambodia, 19 October 2018  

R2P Workshop Series,  
Cambodia, November 2018 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Center Office and Team 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSHL Staff Retreat, Cambodia,  
24 December 2018 

ECCC Legacy Update Meeting,  
Cambodia, 13 December 2018 

Westlaw Training, Cambodia (CSHL),  
November-December 2018 

PACE International Internship,  
Nicola Irwin Faulks 

Australian Volunteers for International
Development (AVID), Ella Dawn G. Patero 

������� �������� �� ������ 
����� 

(���� ����� �� �������� �� 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Moot Court Competitions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10th Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Moot, 
International Round, Switzerland, 15-20 July 2018 

16th Red Cross International Humanitarian Law 
Moot, Hong Kong, 7-10 March 2018 

 

Research Interns, Chhon Kimsan 

 

Research Interns, Sim Sokney 

Lewis and Clark School of Law US  
Student Internship, Anne Cox  

Australian Volunteers for International Development 
(AVID), Chris Bothams 

(This photo is credited to Harjono Djoyobisono AVP.) 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Trainings / Workshops / Conferences Attended 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

10th IHL Moot Court Competition National 
Round, Cambodia, 1-2 December 2018 

4th Nuremberg Moot Court,  
Germany, 25-28 July 2018 

E-Learning, DOCKSIDE Project, Cambodia, 
27 February – 3 March 2018  

RWI Regional Research Initiative,  
Thailand, 25-30 March 2018  

84th IFLA General Conference and Assembly, 
Malaysia, 24-30 August 2018  

E-Resource Training,  
Cambodia, 11 August 2018  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Asia Pro-bono Conference,  
Hong Kong, 24-30 October 2018  

DOCKSIDE Summer School,  
Cambodia, 1-5 October 2018 

 

IHL and Atrocity Prevention,  
Cambodia, 2 July 2018 

E-Resource Platforms and Open Access, 
Cambodia, 26-27 August 2018 

RWI Regional Research Initiative,  
Indonesia, 17-20 September 2018 

 

Human Rights and Research Methodology 
Workshop, Cambodia, 1 June 2018 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5. Trainings / Workshops / Conferences Hosted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community of Practice,  
Cambodia (RULE), April 2018 

Film Screening, Cambodia  
(RULE), 30 January 2018 

TOT on Human Rights Training, Thailand,  
3 December 2018 

New Way of Teaching Workshop,  
Cambodia, 30 October 2018  

RWI Network Meeting,  
Cambodia, 27-29 October 2018 

 

Civil Society Roundtable Meeting on ECCC, 
Cambodia, 18 December 2018 

27-29 October 2018 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Asian Peace Builder Scholarship Orientation, 
Cambodia (RULE), 27 April 2018 

Professional Legal Skills Course,  
Cambodia (RULE), May-December 2018 

Public Lecture Series 4,  
Cambodia (RULE), 25 October 2018 

Public Lecture Series 2,  
Cambodia (RULE), 7 May 2018 

Public Lecture Series 3,  
Cambodia (RULE), 13 June 2018 

Public Lecture Series 1 
Cambodia, RULE (23 March 2018) 



Library Festival, Cambodia,  
7-9 December 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6. Academic Fair and Library Festival  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th CSHL Annual Conference,  
Cambodia (RULE), 15 December 2018 

Anyone Can Write Workshop,  
Cambodia (RULE), 6-7 August 2018  

70th Anniversary of the UDHR, Cambodia,  
8 December 2018 

Film Screening and Panel Discussion,  
Cambodia (RULE), 19 December 2018 

Film Screening and Panel Discussion,  
Cambodia (RULE), 19 December 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

7. Exchange Programs 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
8. Events’ Announcements 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4th CSHL Annual Conference Announcement 

Academic Fair, Cambodia (RULE),  
8-9 December 2018 

Academic Fair, Cambodia (RULE),  
8-9 December 2018 

 

Staff Exchange, Vigo, 28 May- 8 June 2018 
Staff Exchange, Estonia,  

13 June-13 July 2018 

េសចក%ី'បកបសដំណឹងអំពីកបរេធ4ើបទបង8បញជបសបជបរណៈ 



9. Research Publications  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NITIPAT NIDA Journal, by Tann Boravin,  
June 2018 

Brill Publication, by Soy Kimsan,  
November 2018 

VaM Project Full Report, 
November 2018 

Report Brief, by Tann 
Boravin, November 2018 

CSHL Research Brief, by Tann 
Boravin, December 2018 



Annual Report          Period: 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 
Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law      Date of Submission: 01 April 2019 
  
English Language Based Bachelor of Law       
Royal University of Law and Economics 

 
 
  
 
 
 

a. Papers Published Papers 
 

- Boravin,	Tann.	(2018).	Safeguarding	safe	labour	migration	of	Cambodia’s	migrant	
workers:	an	assessment	of	regulation	on	private	recruitment	agencies	in	Cambodia.	
Nitipat	NIDA	Journal.	

- Timothy,	W.,	Julie,	B.,	Boravin,	T.	&	Somaly,	K.	(2018).	Justice	and	reconciliation	for	the	
victims	of	the	Khmer	Rouge?	Victim	participation	in	Cambodia’s	transitional	justice	
process.	Final	research	report	of	the	VaM	project.	

- Vandanet,	Hing.	(2018).	The	application	of	the	constitutional	rights	of	public	
participation:	Assessment	of	the	1993	Cambodian	constitutional	making	process	and	
right	to	participation	in	the	law-making	process.	Journal	of	Southeast	Asia	Human	Rights.	

- Sophorn,	Tuy.	(2018).	Discrimination	against	women	to	pursue	higher	education.	Journal	
of	Southeast	Asia	Human	Rights.	

- Kimsan,	Soy.	(2018).	Legal	protection	of	construction	workers	to	safe	working	condition:	
Lessons	learned	from	Cambodia.	In	Ronald,	H.	&	Dafri,	A.	(Eds),	Sustainable	
Development	Goals	in	Southeast	Asia	and	ASEAN:	National	and	Regional	Approaches	
(pp.	306-330).	Brill	Publishing,	Leiden,	Netherlands.	Accessed	by	
https://brill.com/view/title/38962	

 
 

b. Full Draft Papers 
 

- Vandanet,	Hing.	Cambodian	law	enforcement:	Crowd	management.	Cambodian	
Yearbook	of	Comparative	Legal	Studies,	2nd	Special	Edition	on	Human	Rights	by	
Cambodian	Society	of	Comparative	Law. 

- Vandanet,	Hing.	The	role	of	post-conflict	countries	in	contributing	to	the	sustainable	
peace. 

- Muy	Seo,	Ngouv	&	Joamets,	Kristi.	Child’s	right	to	be	heard	and	be	represented	in	the	
criminal	procedure:	A	comparative	analysis	of	Estonian	and	Cambodian	law.	Cambodian	
Yearbook	of	Comparative	Legal	Studies,	2nd	Special	Edition	on	Human	Rights	by	
Cambodian	Society	of	Comparative	Law. 
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- Joanna	Bourke	Martignoni,	Peter	Atupare,	Aymara	Lianque	Zonta,	Nicholas	Orago,	Muy	
Seo	Ngouv,	Adriana	Bessa	&	Christophoe	Golay.	Securing	a	gender	equal	right	to	food?	
Legislative	experiences	from	Bolivia,	Cambodia,	Ghana,	and	Kenya.	Journal	of	the	
Peasant	Studies. 

- Muy	Seo,	Ngouv	&	Elisabeth	Prügl.	Gender	mainstreaming	in	food	security	policy	in	
Cambodia. 

- Boravin,	Tann.	The	right	to	freedom	of	association	of	human	rights	defenders	in	the	
Kingdom	of	Cambodia.	Cambodian	Yearbook	of	Comparative	Legal	Studies,	2nd	Special	
Edition	on	Human	Rights	by	Cambodian	Society	of	Comparative	Law. 

- Sophorn,	Tuy.	Impacts	of	hydropower	dam	to	women’s	rights:	Case	of	lower	season	2	
(LS2)	hydropower	dam,	Kbal	Romeas	village,	Stengtreng	province,	Cambodia.	
Cambodian	Yearbook	of	Comparative	Legal	Studies,	2nd	Special	Edition	on	Human	Rights	
by	Cambodian	Society	of	Comparative	Law. 

 
c. Draft Papers 
 

- Kimsan,	Soy	and	Muy	Seo,	Ngouv.	Impacts	of	social	land	concessions	on	right	to	food	
and	gender	equality	in	Cambodia. 

- Kimsan,	Soy	and	Vandanet,	Hing.	A	bitter	pill?	Upholding	the	right	to	effective	legal	
representation	in	Cambodia:	Lessons	learned	from	the	extraordinary	chambers	in	the	
courts	of	Cambodia. 

- Boravin,	Tann	and	Khuochsopheaktra	Tim.	Youth	and	memorialization	processes	in	the	
post-conflict	society	of	Cambodia. 
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the international human rights standards on the 
rights of migrant workers. 

Labour Migration in Cambodia 

The massive outflow of migrant workers 
from Cambodia is predominantly stimulated by 
regional integration arrangement via labour 
mobility framework. More than 150 million out 
of 207 million international migrants were 
reported to be migrant workers in 2013 (ILO, 
2015).  The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) member countries supplied approximately 
8% of the world’s migrant population. The 
intraregional migration has been dramatically 
increased with Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand 
as the regional migration hub which accounted 
nearly 96% of the total regional migrants (World 
Bank, 2017). 

So far, there are more than one million 
Cambodian migrant workers, approximately 12% 
of Cambodia’s total work force working mainly in 
Thailand, Malaysia, South Korea, and Japan. 
Cambodian migrant workers have contributed to 
economic and social development in terms of 
remittances and skills development. As of August 
2017, there are 79 active licensed PRAs 
registered with the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training (MoLVT). Regardless, small 
numbers of migrants migrate through regular 
channels whilst large majority choose irregular 
ones, through social networks or illegal brokers 
triggering inexorable irregular/undocumented 
migration posing great challenge to the labour 
migration control.  

The lack of regular, safe, accessible and 
affordable mobility option is one of major driving 
forces of undocumented diaspora, i.e. costly and 
time-consuming administrative procedure in 
obtaining travel documents (including passport 
and work permit), high mobility costs via PRAs 
and limited access of such safe migration options 
in remote area especially border provinces 
(Dickson & Koenig, 2016). Furthermore, migrant 
workers from Cambodia have been exposed to 
great risks and vulnerabilities throughout the 
whole migration process including abuses in the 
training centers, threat and/or abuses (physical, 
psychological and sexual), labour and financial 
exploitation, indecent working and living 
conditions, and various forms of discrimination in 
the country of employment; child labour and 
forced labour were also cited as major problems 
resulting from underage workers and debt 
bondage (Human Rights Watch, 2011). 

Safe Labour Migration in Cambodia: 
Policy and Regulation 

In light of the increasing significance of 
labour migration on national development of 
Cambodia, national regulation and policies were 
correspondingly formulated, albeit provisional, 
including the Policy of Labour Migration 2015-
2018 and Sub-Decree 190 as well as relevant 
Prakas (Prakas 045, 047, 249, 350, 251, 252 and 
253). 

Policy on Labour Migration 

The 2015-2018 Policy on Labour Migration for 
Cambodia was adopted in December 2014 upon 
the completion of the 2010-2015 Policy. The 
policy upholds the existing framework of action, 
the three main pillars: 1) labour migration 
governance; 2) protection and empowerment of 
migrant workers; and 3) harnessing of labour 
migration and development. The spirit of the 
Sustainable Development Goal 2030 was not 
well-echoed. The policy did not offer a 
comprehensive framework addressing the 
pressing challenges of labour migration although 
including combating unlicensed brokers as a policy 
goal, yet remains silent on efforts addressing 
irregular/undocumented migration.  

Sub-Decree 190 

Sub-Decree 190 is a regulation adopted in 
2011 in place of Sub-Decree 57 (1997). It aims to 
ensure safety for Cambodian migrant workers 
who work abroad, or in other words safeguard 
safe labour migration through provisions on 
registration requirements, guaranty deposit, 
employment contract, penalty, and commendation 
certificate. 

Definitions 

Migrant workers refer to “Cambodian people 
of both sexes, who are at all phases of labour 
migration from the time when a job placement 
contract is entered into with the recruitment 
agency until the time they return home” (Article 
4). Recruitment agency refers to “any private 
legal entity duly established under applicable 
law and regulations of the Kingdom of Cambodia 
and officially licensed by the MoLVT to be 
responsible for providing full job placement 
service abroad” (Article 4). 

Licensing Requirements 

Article 7, providing detailed guidelines for 
registration of PRAs, requires official address, 
sufficient operational materials (staff, office, 
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communication and transportation), and training 
center in conformity with the minimum standards 
stipulated in the Sub-Decree (Article 7). The Sub-
Decree further establishes ‘ordinary’ and 
‘special’ inspection of PRAs (Article 9), yet fails 
to specify on what grounds such measures can be 
invoked and whether such inspection should be 
an informed one. Despite strict requirements for 
registration, the regulation is however silent on 
measures dealing with unlicensed or unregistered 
agencies and un-authorized sub-contract 
agencies in Cambodia. 

Guaranty Deposit 

PRAs are required to deposit USD 100,000 as 
surety fund within 15 days after receipt of 
authorization from the MoLVT. The deposit will 
be refunded upon request in cases of: (1) when 
agencies cease operation; (2) when all workers 
returned home; and (3) when agencies fully 
resolve issues with workers (Articles 8, 10 & 11). 
Although there is no direct correlation between 
steep amount of guaranty deposit and irregular 
migration, the former is indeed a critical factor 
in registration application and determination of 
recruitment fees charged to migrants. The fee is 
in most cases unaffordable for potential migrants 
and consequently leaves no option, but irregular 
and unsafe mobility option. It is strikingly found 
that the fund so far has never been used to 
compensate any worker as stipulated despite 
numbers of unethical practices of PRAs reported 
(UNIAP, 2011). 

Employment Contracts 

Employment contracts, enforceable under 
applicable jurisdiction, are an essential tool to 
ensure decent work and working conditions for  
migrants in case of disputes arising thereof. 
Article 15 reads: “[t]he employment contract 
shall clearly specify, inter alia, working 
conditions, job status, and types of work, 
benefits and key addresses that can be 
contacted.”  

Numbers of minimum labour conditions do 
not resonate in the provision. As a minimum 
standard, duration of contract (maximum of two 
years’), salary, paid annual leave (1.5 working 
days per month), social security benefits, and 
repatriation procedure shall be additionally 
stipulated in a standardized employment contract 
for migrant workers. Such omission reaffirms 
degeneration of employment contract standards 
vis-à-vis standardized employment contract for 
Cambodian migrant workers. Migrants may in 

such case be exposed to greater risk of abuses 
and exploitation by PRAs and/or employers in 
and outside of Cambodia. 

Penalty Provisions 

In term of monitoring and oversight, the Sub-
Decree addresses three kinds of administrative 
measures: written warning, temporary 
suspension and/or revocation of authorization in 
cases of violation of any provisions of the Sub-
Decree (Articles 39 & 40). The term ‘any provisions’ 
here is per se ambiguous. The provision does not 
specify on what grounds or which provisions in 
particular to be violated for such measures to be 
applied or whether different types of offences 
under the sub-decree will be resulted in 
equivalent penalty measures.  It is also silent on 
whether progressive penalty will be applied on 
repeated offences of PRAs and whether any 
criminal proceeding will be triggered in addition 
to administrative procedure by the MoLVT, for 
example, in case of repeated abuses and 
exploitation in training centers. Such ambiguity 
could result in arbitrary interpretation of the 
provision by administrative authorities. 

Certificate of Commendation 

Another controversial provision is on the 
‘certificate of commendation’ issued by MoLVT 
for PRAs which ‘perform well’ (Articles 37 &38). 

The provision is reviewed as flawed for the lack 
of legitimate justification for such measure. The 
accountability and transparency of the system is 
also questioned since the assessment criteria and 
result of PRAs are not widely available and 
accessible for the public and more importantly 
for potential migrants and PRAs in regular 
monitoring of services provided.   

Conclusion 
Labour migration in Cambodia is and will be 

inexorable; therefore, if better managed, it 
would be an opportunity for Cambodia albeit in 
the long term. Safeguarding safe labour migration 
is not an end state, but a multi-level and multi-
dimensional process. Ambiguities and 
discrepancies between the regulation and 
international human rights standards on safe 
labour migration renders legitimate concerns on 
the promotion and protection of migrant worker 
rights. Integrated, cohesive and comprehensive 
national framework of action is thus vital with 
inclusive participation of and meaningful discussion 
with relevant stakeholders. Institution-alization and 
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internalization of labour migration in a more 
rights-based and migrants-centered approach are 
utmost essential to address the matter in a 
systematic manner and in line with the 
sustainable development goals 2030. 
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WELCOME NOTE 

H.E. DR. LUY CHANNA 

RECTOR, ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF LAW AND ECONOMICS 
 
Dear Students and Conference Participants, 

It is with great pleasure to welcome, all distinguished guests, 
invited speakers and participants to the 4th CSHL Annual 
Conference on Comparative Human Rights Law. This 
conference aims to bring together law practitioners, academics, 
students, researchers, policymakers and other like-minded 
individuals to discuss and explore national, regional and 
international trends in research areas and contemporary 
issues related to human rights. 

Let me remind each and every one of you of Cambodia as a 
nation with great pride of its high-quality education before the Khmer Rouge took over during 
the late 1970s, which resulted in a generation of Cambodian intellectuals summarily executed. 
With all the challenges to the restoration of peace, stability and development that confront 
Cambodia, this conference could gather kindred spirits and offer a humble yet meaningful 
contribution to reinstate its values and prides in knowledge, integrity and high-quality 
education. 

Against this background, RULE is strongly committed to support Cambodia in this process, 
as clearly stated in its vision “to be the leading university in Cambodia and internationally 
renowned for high quality of education, innovation, research and publication”. Such vision 
stems from the commitment of the Cambodia government in its “Rectangular Strategy”- Phase 
IV as well as the Ministry of Education’s Policy on “Higher Education Vision 2030” to improve 
quality of education through quality research.  

Although Cambodian government has the primarily responsibility to take action to develop 
research capacity and promote high quality education, particularly human rights related topics, 
we as human beings should also feel more responsible because every individual person can 
be the catalyst for change, by just attending this conference, putting questions, and engaging 
in constructive debate. And, each of conference participant as a researcher, professor, 
student, advocate or development partner can come up with new approaches and creative 
ideas to help address the challenges facing Cambodia. At a time of many challenges, our 
mission here is therefore to assist the government to progressively realize its pledged 
obligations and commitments under international human rights law through rigorous research 
and high-quality education.  

Finally, I sincerely encourage you all to take this opportunity to expand our academic 
community and networks for exchange of innovative ideas, research areas and future 
cooperation so that we can work together for the betterment of our society. 

 

I wish all of you an enjoyable and meaningful conference! 

 
 
 
H.E. DR. LUY CHANNA 
Rector, Royal University of Law and Economics 



 
 

 

 

WELCOME NOTE 

SOY KIMSAN 

DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF HUMANITARIAN LAW 
 
Dear Students and Friends of Human Rights, 
 
On behalf of my colleagues at the Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law (CSHL), I am 
honored to welcome each of you to the 4th CSHL Annual Conference on Comparative Human 
Rights Law. The hosting of this conference by CSHL demonstrates our commitment to 
continue building a tradition of promoting human rights through quality academic research 
and meaningful discussion in our own modest way. 

Historically, it would be remiss of me not to mention the reason for our gathering for this 
conference. First and foremost, it is a timely reminder of the 70th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights that we just celebrated on the 10th of December 2018, this 
Monday, the day on which the United Nations General Assembly adopted it when world 
leaders pledged together to put an end to human suffering, following the tragedy of World 
War II. Ever since, UDHR has been the most influential document in human rights history, 
setting out most fundamental human rights principles to ensure that we all live with equality, 
freedom, dignity and more importantly that no one should be left behind. 

Cambodia shares the same pledge to maintain peace and stability through its commitments 
enshrined in the Constitution, one of which is the respect and protection of human rights. To 
that end, Cambodia has ratified eight out of the nine core human rights treaties, embarking 
on its commitment to protect human rights. Like many other countries, Cambodia has faced 
many challenges to fully implement such commitment. 

While Cambodia has enjoyed an impressive economic growth for the past decade, there 
appears to have an increasing need for Cambodia to build a strong, inclusive, and responsible 
society. Sustainable development should be the way forward in which it cannot be realized 
without meaningful participation of vulnerable and marginalized groups, which align with the 
Conference’s themes on women rights, children rights and victims of atrocity. The vision of 
this conference is therefore grounded in the belief that these people just need more 
opportunities and special supports to be able to contribute to Cambodia’s success in building 
a better and just society, which truly benefits all. 

Allow me to conclude by expressing my deepest gratitude to the Royal University of Law and 
Economics (RULE) and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Law (RWI) for their support to host this important conference. My appreciation also extends 
to all my colleagues at the CSHL for their team effort to organize this conference and to an 
impressive group of panelists and moderators for their critical analysis and discussion on the 
issues. 

I sincerely hope that this forum inspires positive changes for a better protection of human 
rights in Cambodia. 

 

 
 
Soy Kimsan 
Director, Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law  



 
 

 

PROGRAMME 
4th CSHL Annual Conference on “Comparative Human Rights Law” 

Organized by the Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law  
At Hall G, Royal University of Law and Economics 
8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday, 15 December 2018 

 
CONCEPT NOTE 

  
About the Organizer 

The Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law (the Center), established in 2014, is the first 
university-based research center for human rights and humanitarian law in Cambodia, 
attached to the English Language Based Bachelor of Law (ELBBL) program at RULE. 
Supported by the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI), 
the Center aims to promote human rights and humanitarian law by providing an academic 
platform to produce quality research and training in these areas for law students, academia 
and legal professionals. 

Background 

With the aim of promoting a vibrant culture of academic research and discussion of human 
rights and humanitarian law, the Center has hosted the annual conference on “Comparative 
Human Rights Law” since 2014. In 2016, the 2nd Annual Conference was conducted on the 
themes of children’s rights, labor rights and citizen’s rights, in which the Cambodian Yearbook 
of Comparative Law Studies: Special Edition on Human Rights 2015 was launched and 
distributed. In 2017, the 3rd Annual Conference was organized under the themes of 
environmental rights, inclusive society, and transitional justice and copies of the Center’s 
researchers’ articles published in the International Nuremberg Principles Academy were also 
distributed to participants. This year marks the fourth time that the Center hosts its annual 
conference on “Comparative Human Rights Law”.  

Objectives 

The annual conference is organized with the objectives to: 

- Provide an opportunity for academics and researchers to present their research 
findings or working papers for constructive review and feedbacks; 

- Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of recent human rights and 
humanitarian issues in Cambodia among students, academics, and legal 
professionals; 

- Encourage broader discussion of human rights and humanitarian law issues; 
- Share information and innovative and original ideas addressing human rights issues 

as well as identify future areas of research and/or reforms; 
- Distribute internationally published research publications by the Center’s researchers 

and other partner institutions; 
- Promote academic culture and human rights research in Cambodia; and 
- Enhance professional network among people of similar interests. 

Activities 

The 4th CSHL annual conference on “Comparative Human Rights Law” will begin with 
opening remarks of the Center’s partner institutions such as RULE, RWI and International 



 
 

 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Following that, there will be keynote speech of senior 
professor as well as open discussion of the Center’s research fellow. The conference this 
year consists of three panel discussions under the theme of: 1) constitutional rights, 2) 
women’s rights and 3) transitional justice. Each panel will be comprised of two or three 
presenters, with one moderator who is a senior professor or researcher from different 
universities and institutions. The research briefs produced as part of collaborating research 
projects of the Center will be distributed to participants and audiences for references and 
other academic purposes. 

 
 

4TH CSHL ANNUAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCE 
on 

Comparative Human Rights Law 
AGENDA 

 
 

8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday, 15 December 2018 
Hall G, Royal University of Law and Economics 

 

Time Sessions Facilitators/Speakers Topics 

 
8:30 – 9:00 am 
 

 
Registration 

 
Ms. Sy Champa 

 

9:00 – 9:05 am National Anthem Ms. Chhon Kimsan MC 
 

9:05 – 9:15 am Opening Remarks H.E. Dr. Luy Channa 
Rector of RULE 

RULE’s Strategic Policy in 
Promoting Academic Research 
and Publications 
 

9:15 – 9:25 am  Prof. Margaret Ryan 
Director of ELBBL  

ELBBL and the Building of Quality 
Education and Research 
 

9:25 – 9:35 am  Ms. Hanna Johnsson 
Head of RWI Office in 
Phnom Penh  
 

RWI’s Academic Support to RULE, 
ELBBL and CSHL 
 

9:35 – 9:45 am  Mr. Soy Kimsan Why Does the 4th CSHL Annual 
Conference Matter?  

9:45 – 9:55 am Group Photo Ms. Chhon Kimsan  
    

9:55 – 10:20 am Coffee Break Ms. Sy Champa  

10:20 – 10:40 am 
 
 
10:40 – 10:50 am 

Keynote Speech 
 
 
Q&A / Discussion 
 

Mr. Nick Stanage Human Rights in the 
Administration of Justice: 
Ornament or Tool? 

10:50 – 11:10 am 
 
 
 
11:10 – 11:20 am 

Open Discussion 
 
 
 
Q&A / Discussion 

Ms. Ly Ratana Protecting Persons Displaced in 
the Context of Flood in Kratie, 
Cambodia: A Human Rights-Based 
Approach 



 
 

 

 
11:20 am–12:10 pm  

 
Panel Discussion I 

 
Moderator 
Prof. Dr. Hap Phalthy  
 

 
Constitutional Rights 
 

  Speakers: 
 

 

11:20 – 11:35 am  Ms. Hing Vandanet 
 

The Cambodian Constitutional 
Enforcement: Assessment of 
Constitutional Law-Making Process 
and the Right to Public 
Participation  
 

11:35 – 11:50 am  Mr. Mang Sohan Trial Principles and Procedure on 
Juvenile Offender at a Court of the 
First Instance: How the Absence of 
Specialized Court and Adequate 
Procedural Implementation 
Impacts the Fundamental Rights of 
the Child 
 

11:50 – 12:10 pm Q&A / Discussion 
 

 
 

 

12:10 – 1:30 pm Lunch Break Ms. Sy Champa  

 
1:30 – 1:40 pm 
 
 
1:40 – 1: 50 pm 

 
Launch of CSHL’s 
Website 
 
Q&A 
 

 
Ms. Tuy Sophorn 

 

 
1:50 – 3:05 pm 

 
Panel Discussion II 

 
Moderator 
Prof. Bouy Thida 
 

 
Women’s Rights 

  Speakers: 
 

 

1:50 – 2:05 pm  Mrs. San Sophany The Right to Adequate Housing of 
Cross-Border Vietnamese Migrant 
Workers: A Case Study in 
Cambodia 
 

2:05 – 2:20 pm  Ms. Tuy Sophorn 
 

Impacts of Hydropower Dam to 
Women’s Rights: Case of Lower 
Sesan 2 (LS2) Hydropower Dam, 
Kbal Romeas Village, Stengtreng 
Province, Cambodia  
 

2:20 – 2:35 pm  Ms. Ngouv Muy Seo 
 

Challenges to the implementation 
of policies on gender equality and 
right to food in Cambodia 
 

2:35 – 3:05 pm Q&A / Discussion 
 

 
 

 

3:05 – 3:30 pm Coffee Break Ms. Sy Champa  



 
 

 

 
3:30 – 4:30 pm 

 
Panel Discussion 
III 

Moderator 
Ms. Dany 
Channraksmey-
chhoukroth 

 
Transitional Justice 

 
 
3:30 – 4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speakers: 
 
Ms. Tann Boravin 
 
Ms. Kum Somaly 
 
 

 
 
Justice and Reconciliation for the 
victims of the Khmer Rouge? 
Victim participation in Cambodia’s 
transitional justice process 

4:00 – 4:15 pm Q&A / Discussion   
4:15 – 4:30 pm Closing Remark  Mr. Soy Kimsan Wrap Up/ Evaluation / Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 

MARGARET RYAN 
 
Director 
English Language Based Bachelor of Law program (ELBBL)  
Royal University of Law and Economics 
Email: margaret@elbbl.org  
 
Margaret Ryan is an American attorney (Stanford University, 
JD 1971) who has taught law in Cambodia for the past twenty 
years. Since 2002, she was the founder and has been the 
Director of the English Language Based Bachelor of Law 
(ELBBL) at RULE.  

 
 
 
HANNA JOHNSSON  
 

Director of Cambodia Office 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Law (RWI) 
Email: hanna.johnsson@rwi.lu.se 
 
Hanna is the Director of the RWI’s office in Cambodia and 
has 15 years’ experience of policy dialogue and 
development cooperation. She joined the Institute in 2005 
and was Head of the Institute’s regional office in Amman, 

Jordan, 2011-2012. Having previously worked at the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs’ 
MENA Department, more recent experience includes working for the International Legal 
Assistance Consortium in Stockholm and the UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human 
Rights in Cambodia. She holds a Masters’ in Political Science from Lund University in Sweden.  

 

SOY KIMSAN 
 
Director 
Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law 
Royal University of Law and Economics 
Email: kimsan.soy@elbbl-cshl.org  
 
Kimsan joined CSHL, RULE, as one of its researchers in 
August 2014, before becoming its Director in September 
2016. He holds a Master of Laws, focusing on public 
international law, from Transnational Law and Business 
University, South Korea and a Master in Human Rights and 
Democratisation from University of Sydney. Kimsan’s major 

areas of research include fair trial rights, judicial independence, and business and human 
rights.  



 
 

 

 

 BUOY THIDA 
 

Vice Dean of Faculty of Law and Lecturer  
Royal University of Law and Economics 
Email: thida_88@yahoo.com 
 
Mrs. Buoy Thida has become Vice Dean of Faculty of 
Law of Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) 
since December 2016. She has become Chief of 
Academic Office and a Law Professor (Civil Law) of 
RULE since 2011. Her current job, she is also a lecturer 
of Law and a Sociology and Science Philosopher. She 

has also served as Vice Chief of Law and Juridical System Developing Project Team in 
Associate with JICA since 2012. She is a PhD candidate of Royal Academy of Cambodia. 
She obtained the Master of Civil Law from RULE in 2006 and the Master of Philosophy of 
Sociology and Political Sciences (Certificate of Russian language for education) from 
University of Kiev (Former Soviet Union Republic) in 1992. More remarkably, Mrs. Buoy Thida 
has involved with many international and national conferences/workshops and training, 
specificailly relevant to gender aspect.  
 
 
 
DR. HAP PHALTHY 

 
Director of Graduate Program  
Royal University of Law and Economics 
Email: hphalthy@yahoo.com 
Website: www.rule.edu.kh  
Blog: www.phalthy.wordpress.com 
 
Dr. Hap Phalthy has become the Director of the Graduate 
Program of the Royal University of Law and Economics 
(RULE), Phnom Penh since late May 2017. He obtained 
the Master of Laws and Doctor of Laws from Nagoya 
University, Japan. His specialized area is Land Law. Dr. 
Hap had been the working group leader collaborating with 

JICA on Japanese Technical Cooperation for the Legal and Judicial Development Project 
(Phase 4) since August 2012 to March 2017. He also plays a crucial role in Internal Quality 
Assurance Committee for RULE in order to write the self-assessment report for a pilot 
assessment conducted by the Accreditation Committee of Cambodia in late 2015. More 
remarkably, Dr. Hap has involved with many international institutions for research and quality 
assurance, such as Korea Legislation Research Institute (ALIN) and ASEAN University 
Network (AUN). He has been teaching Civil Law, Property Law, Land Law and Research 
Methodology. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

DANY CHANNRAKSMEYCHHOUKROTH 
 

Deputy Director 
English Language Based Bachelor of Law program 
Royal University of Law and Economics 
Email: chhoukroth@elbbl.org  
 
Dany Channraksmeychhoukroth has been a Deputy 
Director for the English Language Based Bachelor of 
Law program (ELBBL) since June 2016. She obtained 
her LL.M (Comparative Law) at Nagoya University, 
Japan, in September 2015. After having worked for the 
Vis East Moot Foundation in its Capacity Building 
Programme and a law firm in Cambodia, she decided to 

pursue her passion in teaching at ELBBL. 
 
Channraksmeychhoukroth’s principle research field concerns international law of the sea. She 
is studying in particular the law of maritime boundary delimitation. In addition, her research 
interests include international environmental law, international human rights law, and 
international commercial arbitration. She is currently teaching law of the sea, civil code, 
contract law and coaching the RULE’s team to participate in the Willliam C. Vis (East) 
International Commercial Arbitration Moot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

NICK STANAGE 
 

Barrister 
Doughty Street Chambers, United Kingdom 
Email: n.stanage@doughtystreet.co.uk  
 
Nick Stanage is a barrister at Doughty Street Chambers. In 
the past 20 years he has specialized in fair trial, the right to 
liberty, the right to non-discrimination. 
 
The Chambers and Partners Guide to the UK Legal 
Profession recommends him as a leading specialist, nothing 
that he is a ‘really fantastic trial barrister’; ‘a compelling 

advocate whose cross-examinations are very astute’ and ‘an outstanding natural orator’. The 
independent Legal 500 Guide to the UK Bar alleges that he is ‘One of the finest legal minds 
at the Bar’. 
 
Internationally, Nick specializes in international human rights law, criminal justice reform, and 
on the effectiveness of investigations into torture and slavery. He has worked for various 
Embassies, Ministries of Justice, NGOs, the United Nations, and the International Bar 
Association’s Human Rights Institute. He is a senior consultant at the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research, based in Geneva. 
Nick holds part-time judicial office as an Assistant Coroner, investigating with a jury with 
regard to deaths in police and prison custody. He is an independent chair of police misconduct 
hearings with the power to dismiss police officers found guilty of gross misconduct. 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Human Rights in the Administration of Justice: Ornament or Tool?  
 
Learning objective:  
 

1. Vividly to encourage the student audience to understand that human rights must be 
practical and effective not theoretical and illusory.  

2. To show that although UDHR is 70 years old, the concepts in the declaration are: 
a. Not new because the fight for justice and against injustice is as old as time; 

and 
b. Not limited to jurists: artists have made the struggle for justice part of universal 

popular culture. 
3. To show with specific examples that human rights can be implemented for public 

benefit in the day to day administration of justice in small details as well as grand 
struggles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
LY RATANA 

 
CSHL Research Fellow & PhD Candidate 
The University of Victoria, Canada 
Email: lyratana27@gmail.com  
 
Ratana Ly is a senior research fellow at the Center for 
the Study of Humanitarian Law (CSHL), Cambodia, 
and a PhD student at the University of Victoria, Canada. 
Prior to starting her PhD, she worked as a researcher 
at CSHL for three years, authoring several academic 
articles on refugee, labour migration, international 
criminal law, and human rights, as well as, providing 
teaching and training in these areas, in Cambodia.  

 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Protecting Persons Displaced in the Context of Flood in Kratie, Cambodia: A Human Rights-
Based Approach  
 
Locals in Phreah Kunlong village, Kratie province experience annual flooding and 
displacement for generations and have developed adaptive capacity to both flood and 
displacement. People are prepared for the floods, and for seasonal migration and 
displacement. Many families set up tents in public safety land (a higher ground), during the 
flooding period, which lasts between two weeks and a few months, every year. Other families, 
however, go to look after their cows in the safety land during the day and choose to return to 
their flooded houses in the evening, despite the constant fear for wind-storm and drowning.  
 
This research asks how the relevant affected communities, independent observers, and 
government officers are involved in flood and displacement management in Phreah Kunlong 
village, through a human rights-based approach. To answer this question, this research looks 
at how international human rights frameworks relating to the protection of persons displaced 
in the context of flood and climate change have been incorporated into Cambodian laws, 
regulations, and policies. It also obtains the views and perceptions of relevant stakeholders 
on how to best address the flood-induced displacement by applying empirical research 
methods.  
 
The research concludes by challenging the traditional definition of displacement, where 
people are forced to abandon their habitual residence. It suggests that there may be different 
forms displacement. The research further finds out that people who are displaced at the safety 
land and people who choose to be at home experience similar challenges and difficulties 
including, but not limited to the access to food, water, work, and schooling. Furthermore, the 
overall socio-economic improvement and development in the village reduce the likelihood of 
being displaced, or provide a better living condition when being displaced. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

HING VANDANET 
 

Researcher and Lecturer 
Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law 
Royal University of Law and Economics 
Email: vandanet@elbbl-cshl.org  
 

HING Vandanet is a researcher and lecturer teaching 
course of International Humanitarian law (IHL) and 
Professional Legal Skill in the English Language Based 
Bachelor of Law Program at RULE. Vandanet also coaches 
RULE-ELBBL students to participate in the Nuremberg 
Moot Court. Her main areas of research are International 

Humanitarian Law, Human Rights Law and Constitutional Law. Vandanet holds an LL.M in 
International Human Rights from University of Hong Kong and LL.B from ELBBL/RULE. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The Cambodian Constitutional Enforcement: Assessment of Constitutional Law-Making 
Process and the Right to Public Participation 
 
Studies conducted on the constitutional law-making process have shown that public 
participation is a key element of the relationship between the government and its citizens, and 
legitimizes the whole process. The present paper discusses the relationship between the 
people and the government on the basis of the Cambodian Constitution, both de jure and de 
facto. As assessments, it takes the 1993 constitutional making process and the public’s 
participation thereto. This paper aspires to answer the following questions: firstly, how does 
the constitutional law-making process impact the exercise of constitutional rights in Cambodia, 
and, secondly, to what extent does public participation play a role in public affairs, especially 
insofar as the constitution and law making processes are concerned. It further suggests that 
the concept of meaningful public consultation on constitution and law making should be 
incorporated in the Cambodian Constitution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

MANG SOHAN 
 

Former Senior Diplomat Official 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation and Judicial Trainee to the Royal School of 
Magistrate  
Email:  sohanyun@puc.edu.kh  

 

Mr. MANG Sohan graduated a bachelor in law from the 
Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) where 
he a recipient of full government scholarship. He was a 
research fellow in peace and human security from Osaka 
School of International Public Policy, Osaka University, 

Japan. Mr. Sohan holds LL.M. in International Human Rights Law, which he fully supported 
by Raoul Wallenberg Institute (RWI), at the Pannasastra University of Cambodia. 
Professionally, Mr. Sohan is a former government official to the Department of Law and 
Consular, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. He is currently a judicial 
trainee at the Royal Academy for Judicial Professions, and soon will be appointed as a 
presiding judge at a Court of the First Instance. 

ABSTRACT 

Trial Principles and Procedure on Juvenile Offender at a Court of the First Instance: How 
the Absence of Specialized Court and Adequate Procedural Implementation Impacts the 
Fundamental Rights of the Child 

The author argues that though the Law on Juvenile Justice introduces a significant separated 
trial procedure on juvenile offender and proposes a juvenile specialized chamber; in reality, 
the specialized court and judges in juvenile cases does not exist. Moreover, the report is to 
analyze how does the implementation of trials on juvenile offender at a Court of the First 
Instance comply with the international and national legal standard including the article 40 of 
the UNCRC and the current Law on Juvenile Justice of Cambodia. Last but not least, the 
author will examine how the absence of specialized court and an adequate procedural 
implementation affects the fundamental rights of the child such as right to competent lawyer, 
right to presumption of innocence, and right to competent court and judges which affects the 
outcome of the court’s verdict. 

The author reviews the key international legal instruments on the rights of the child such as 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the Beijing Rules, General 
Comments No. 10, and other related instruments to illustrate the international legal standard 
of the Child’s rights. Also, the author reviews and analyzes Cambodian legal instruments such 
the Constitution, the Criminal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, the current emerge of 
the Law on Juvenile Justice and reviews other related legal instruments and to review data 
from field work at the a Court of the First Instance so that to make an analytical reflection on 
how the trial procedure on juvenile offender looks like, whether or not the juvenile specialized 
chamber in the LJJ is specialized court, and how the absence of specialized court and 
adequate trial procedure impact the fundamental rights of the child and the outcome of the 
court’s verdicts. 
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ABSTRACT 
The Right to Adequate Housing of Cross-Border Vietnamese Migrant Workers: A Case Study 
in Cambodia  
 
In pioneering human rights instruments, there is no express provision for right to a healthy 
environment as environmental degradation was not significant during that era. Four decades 
later, right to a healthy environment has enjoyed constitutional protection in over 100 countries. 
However, Cambodia is a holdout, as this right is not sufficiently recognized under its 
constitution, environmental legislations, or judicial decisions. Therefore, this research aims at 
answering a simple question, “Is it necessary to include the explicit provision for right to a 
healthy environment in the Cambodian Constitution in order to ensure an effective 
enforcement of this right?” Responding to this question, this research focuses on the status 
and historical background of right to a healthy environment. It further compares the benefits 
and disadvantages on constitutionalizing right to a healthy environment by referring to 
practices from countries that recognized this right in their constitutions. It also discusses why 
Cambodia needs right to a healthy environment and what is the legal framework of this right 
in Cambodian Constitution and existing legal instruments. Finally, this research has 
concluded that expressed inclusion of right to a healthy environment in the Cambodian 
Constitution is significant for the full enjoyment of environmental human rights in Cambodia. 
However, acknowledging that amendment of the constitution would take years to complete, 
this research proposes two interim measures: (1) an active role by the Cambodian court in 
interpreting existing human rights to include right to a healthy environment, or (2) an inclusion 
of right to a healthy environment in the Draft of Environment and Natural Resources Code of 
Cambodia.  
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ABSTRACT 
Impacts of Hydropower Dam to Women’s Rights: Case of Lower Sesan 2 (LS2) Hydropower 
Dam, Kbal Romeas Village, Steung Treng Province, Cambodia  
 
Lower Sesan 2 (LS2) hydropower dam is part of Cambodia’s economic growth, however it 
has had a large impact on the environment, social and human rights. Particularly, the LS2 has 
had serious concerns about impacts to lives and livelihoods of six villages in Stengtreng 
province. Women have gotten more suffer than men, since they have variety roles in society; 
therefore, they should be priority needs of water and livelihoods. The author focused on only 
current situation of living conditions of women/girls in Kbal Romeas village after they moved 
to resettlement sites regard with challenges of access adequate living conditions in relation 
to housing, food, and water. Two sites are discussed, one village which accepted resettlement 
and one that did not. Based upon to this issue, the author raise two questions are 1) why does 
LS2 hydropower dam violate right of women in those two sites of Kbal Romeas village to 
access housing, food, water, and electricity? and 2) what are possible legal and practical 
resolutions to protect and promote those women? Responding to the questions, this paper 
analyzed on 1) environmental impacts from the dam, 2) women’s rights impacts from the dam, 
and 3) major relevant legal framework and policies to the dam development project. The 
significance of the project lies in, first, understanding current situation of women’s living 
conditions in two sites of Kbal Romeas village, second, understanding the role of RGC to 
respect, protect and fulfill women in accessing adequate living conditions, and third, improving 
women’s and girls’ capacity in order to claim their rights.  
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ABSTRACT 
Challenges to the implementation of policies on gender equality and right to food in 
Cambodia 
 

Women in Cambodia have faced embedded structural violence and discrimination within 
various spheres of economic, social and political life. Particularly, food insecurity and 
malnutrition facing women have been a persistent problem resulting from gender-based 
discrimination and violence which hinder women’s socio-economic engagement. This paper 
aims to critically analyze the challenges to implementing Cambodian laws and policies on 
gender equality and right to food in order to tackle malnutrition and promote food security for 
rural women in Cambodia. For that end, this paper highlights the significance of gender 
equality and right to food in the context of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Sustainable Development Goals, and Cambodian legal framework. 

The author is of the view that the implementation of Cambodian laws and policies on gender 
equality and right to food remains insufficient to promote equal enjoyment of food security for 
rural women due to various challenges, involving systematic and structural problems. These 
include the existence of traditional norm – Chbab Srey, that influences the characteristic of 
rural women to consider themselves more inferior to men, the lack of women representation 
in public sectors at all levels, as well as inadequate technical knowledge and capacities in 
implementing gender-sensitive food policies in Cambodia. While critically analyzing each of 
those challenges, this paper also suggests changes to address each respective challenge. 
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ABSTRACT 

Justice and Reconciliation for the victims of the Khmer Rouge? Victim participation in 
Cambodia’s transitional justice process 

Cast as the main symbolic beneficiaries of transitional justice processes, victims are central 
to the rhetoric and discursive practices of self-legitimation of these processes. The most far-
reaching attempt of inclusion of victims in the judicial transitional justice process began in the 



 
 

 

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), in which for the first time in 
international criminal justice civil parties were allowed. This is of particular interest as many 
resources and hopes have been invested in enabling victim participation to a large degree in 
the transitional justice process in Cambodia, both at the ECCC as well as in broader civil 
society projects. And yet little is known about how various judicial and civil society transitional 
justice projects are actually perceived by the victims they are purported to be benefiting. This 
research aimed to understand victims’ perceptions of justice and reconciliation in post-conflict 
Cambodia and the influence of their inclusion in the transitional justice process. Our data was 
drawn from mixed-method research approach of a standardized survey of 439 respondents 
and in-depth interviews of 65 victims of the Khmer Rouge across 25 provinces of Cambodia 
who participated in various ways as well as 21 in-depth interviews with transitional justice 
professionals. A structured comparison of these various respondents allows us to 
disaggregate the impact of transitional justice on the post-conflict society in Cambodia through 
the eyes of the victims. 
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4th CSHL Annual Academic Conference on Comparative Human Rights Law  
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Evaluation Form 

Dear Participants, 

In order to improve our work in the future, we would appreciate if you could take a few minutes 
to answer the following questions. Any comments and suggestions will be sincerely considered. 

1. Personal information:  

c Male     c Female 

Occupation:…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Organisation/University: ……………………………………………………………………. 

2. How did you hear or learn about this conference? 

c Brochure/announcement  c Facebook Page 

c Friends    c Others: …………………………………………. 

3. Did the workshop meet your expectations?  

c Yes     c No  

If no, why not? ………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. How would you rate the relevance of the materials (conference booklet, publications, etc.) 
provided by the organizers? 

c Relevant    c Not relevant 

If not relevant, why not?............................................................................................................ 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Which topics or aspects of the workshop did you find most interesting or useful? 

c Women’s right 



 

   

c Constitutional rights 

c Transitional justice 

c Other ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. Why did you find that topic most interesting or useful? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. After participating in the training, do you feel you understand more about current human 
rights issues in Cambodia? 

c Yes     c No 

If no, why not? ………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. What other topics that you would like to suggest for discussion in future conferences? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. Do you have any other suggestion for improving future conferences?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10. Would you recommend this conference to others? 

c Yes     c No    c Maybe 

 
 

Thank you for taking your time to fill out this questionnaire. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Academic Conference aims to be part of the development of legal education in Cambodia. It is 
organized by the Center for the Study of Humanitarian Law (CSHL), the academic research 
institution base in Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE), Cambodia. With the aim to 
promote the discussion and exchange ideas and knowledge on Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Law among the professors, researchers, lecturers, students and all stakeholders, the CSHL continue 
to organize the Annual Academic Conference on Comparative Human Rights Law every year. The 
topics of the discussion are different every year. The conference organizes for one full day which 
participant could either join the morning or afternoon session according to their availability.  

The evaluation took place on the day of the academic conference, where the organizer carefully 
and systematically prepare the questionnaire in the evaluation form, and ask participant to fill the 
form upon the end of the academic conference. The organizers purposely do the evaluation toward 
the betterment of the future academic conference; and in order to learn from the experiences and 
point of view of the participants. There are, however, some significant problems when some 
participants did not fill the evaluation form. Meanwhile, some participants give the wrong 
information or out of topic. This is probably the challenges for the evaluation process, and 
considered as the limitation of the studies.  

In the findings, there are some participants give feedback on the academic conference, such as 
time management, the hall management, technical problem management, lack of seats of 
participants, place of interpreter, etc. On the other hand, there are also some participants give 
feedbacks to the guest speaker such time management, the way they do presentation, etc. 
Moreover, the evaluator found out that the academic conference has fulfilled the participants’ 
expectations prior joining the academic conference. However, there are some points that the 
academic did not provide to the participant such as learning on research methodology, etc. Some 
participants gave the reason when the organizer ask them to choose certain topic that they are 
interested in, and ask them to give the propose topic that should be discussed in the future academic 
conference.  
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INTRODUCTION 
  

Project Background and Objectives 

Background 
With aim of promoting a vibrant culture of academic research and discussion of human rights and 
humanitarian law, the CSHL annual conference on “Comparative Human Rights Law” has been 
hosting since 2014. In 2006, the 2nd conference was conducted on the themes of children’s rights, 
labor rights and citizen’s rights, in which the Cambodian Yearbook of Comparative Law Studies: 
Special Edition on Human Rights 2015 was launched and distributed. The 3rd CSHL annual 
academic on “Comparative Human Rights Law” in 2017 consists of three main themes: (1) 
inclusive society, (2) environmental rights, and (3) transitional justice. And, this year, the 4th CSHL 
Annual Academic Conference in 2018 contains the three themes: 1) Constitutional rights, 2) 
Women’s rights and 3) Transitional justice.  

 

Objective 
The annual conference was organized with the objectives to: 

- Provide an opportunity for academics and researchers to present their research findings or 
working papers for constructive review and feedbacks;  

- Increase awareness, knowledge and understanding of recent human rights and 
humanitarian issues in Cambodia among students, academics, and legal professionals;  

- Encourage broader discussion of human rights and humanitarian law issues; 
- Share information and innovative and original ideas addressing human rights issues as 

well as identify future areas of research and/or reforms; 
- Distribute internationally published research publications by the Center’s researchers and 

other partner institutions;  
- Promote academic culture and human rights research in Cambodia; and  
- Enhance Professional network among people of similar interests. 

 

Evaluation Purpose and Question 

Purpose 
- Toward the betterment of the future academic conference by receiving and take into 

consideration of feedback from participants 
- To find out whether the objective of the academic conference has been met 
- To measure the performance of the organizer, as well as the guest speaker for each topic 
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- To find out the participants’ expectations prior joining the academic conference, and 
whether their expectations has been met 

- To learn on the best method of promoting or announcing the academic conference 
- To find out whether the publication and the academic conference booklet are important  
- To measure the interest of participants on the topic, and the reasons behind 

 

Question 
- Personal Information: Sex, Occupation, institution 

- How did you hear about the academic conference?: Brochure/announcement, Friends, 

Facebook page, or Others (please specify) 

- Did the academic workshop meet your expectation?  

- How would you rate the relevance of the materials (conference booklet, publications, etc.) 

provided by the organizers? 

- Which topics or aspects of the workshop did you find most interesting or useful? : 

Women’s rights, Constitutional rights, , Transitional justice, or others  

- Why did you find that topic most interesting or useful? 

- After participating in the training, do you feel you understand more about current human 

rights issues in Cambodia? 

- What other topics that you would like to see discussed at future conferences? 

- Do you have any other suggestion for improving future conferences?  

- Would you recommend this conference to others? 
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FINDINGS 
 

This section will tell the reader on outcome and output that has been achieved upon the end of 
academic conference. The number of the participants, however, who did not fill the evaluation 
forms or partly fill, will be considered as one of the other limitations of the findings. In the process 
of evaluation, the organizer carefully prepared the key questions for participants to fill during or 
after the academic conference.  

The result are following:  

Table1. Personal Information  

The evaluator received 20 evaluation forms at the end of academic conference. There are 15 female 
and 5 Male. The 13 participants were students ( 12 from RULE, 1 student from Svay Rieng 
University) and 7 participants were officials, each of them work in a different institution.  

 

 

 

Table 2. Information  

Among 20 participants, most said that they received the information of Conference through their 
friend and senior, email, Facebook page and announcement paper.  

 

Personal 
Information 

Paticipation: 20 paticipants     
15 Female 75%
5 Male  25%

Occupation:  13 students 
7 workers 

Oranigation/ University:  
12 students from RULE, one student from
Svay Rieng University, Parliamrntary Institute
of Cambodia, Asean Talent Delivery, KDK,
Minitry of Interior;

Specified work role:  

• 13 students  
• 1 administration  

officer 
• 1 bank officer  
• 1 RULE officer  
• 1 police  
• 1 project Assistant 
• 1 professor 
• 1 executive 

recruitment   
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“ How did You hear or learn about this conference ? 

 

 

Expectation   

The questions about the conference met their expectations, all participants said “ yes” to their 
expectations, and they also said after attending in the training, they all know more about current 
human rights issues in Cambodia. Eleven participants were interested in woman’s right, seven 
participants were interested in Constitutional rights, and one was interested in Transitional justice. 
The chart below shows the percentages of interest for each topic and their comment for each point.  

 “Which topics or aspects of the workshop did you find most interesting or useful?” 

 

 

publicity Number of participant %       

Brochure/ announcement 2 10 

Facebook page 4 20  

others (email and senior) 5 25  

Friends 9 45 

The useful or interesting topic   

woman's right 55%

constitutional right  35%

Transitional justic 5%

other 5%
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“ why did you find that topic most useful ?” 

 

 

Table 4. Topics for the future conference  

In regarding to recommendation for other topics in the future conference, only four participants 
did not given an answer, while most of them were interested in human right law and international 
law and also focused on social and economic development as follows:  

Specified topics 
 

No answers 

• International humanitarian law  
• Political right  
• Human right, woman right, minors 

and discrimination in minority  
• Judicial system 
• Foreigner’s obligation and right in 

Cambodia   
• Land disputes 
• Sustainable development ( 

Investment, economic and social 
development )  
 

• 4 participants did not given answer  

 

 

• Human right 
• Role of womans in society
• Enhance woman right and reduce dicriminiation 
• Woman violation 

Woman's right 

• Judicial system Transitional justice 

• Right to paticipate in decision making 
• Right to freedom and standard of living 
• Basic right in contitutional law 

Constitutional right 
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Summary of  qualitative feedback for improving future conference  

Some participants suggested that future conference should provide more time to ask question and 
answer, chances of sharing experience and opinion. In addition,  most of them ask for more 
research topic that face challenges ( 8 participants did not answers).  

When asking them on will they introduce the academic conference to their friends or other, 19 said 
‘Yes’, and 1 said nothing.  

Conclusion  

This study provides certain benefits to the CSHL as well as the future academic conference. The 
goal of this evaluation is to make the academic conference in the future become better and better. 
This evaluation result will have sustainable impact on changing certain point of the conference 
organization, specifically the organizers as well as CSHL, and speakers.  

 


