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The Acceptance of Homosexuality is on the Rise 
 
The homosexual social movement has been around for about 150 years back in the 
1870s.1 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT+) had been introduced in 1990s2 
before added the “Q” stands for queer3, and a recognition movement of gays and 
lesbians was progressing by the 20th century.4  
 
In the earlier day, 71 countries worldwide, mostly in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia 
considered homosexuality as a crime.5 Nevertheless, even without the criminalization, 
many LGBTQ+ people still cannot express their attitude as one due to hate crimes and 
discrimination against their sexuality.6 In addition, 11 countries, including Iran, 
Northern Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Yemen, Afghanistan, Brunei, Mauritania, 
Pakistan, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates imposed a death penalty for the crime.7  
 
Normally, developed countries with wealthier economies offer more acceptance of 
homosexuality; and the highest accepting countries are Sweden, Netherlands, and 
Germany.8 In addition, the first legal same-sex marriage countries are the Netherlands 
(2000), Belgium (2003), Canada (2005), and Spain (2005).9 At the same time, after a 
long struggle, public acceptance is growing including countries with strong cultural 
influence.10 China, the nation led by the Communist Party, is expected to eventually 
protect the rights of LGBTQ+ people.11 However, public opinion in society remains 
divided depending on country, region and economic development despite the 
lawfulness of the same-sex marriage and the legal guarantee of the rights of LGBTQ+ 
people globally.12 
 
The Cambodian Constitution13 ensures that Cambodian citizens are “equal before the 
law, enjoying the same rights, freedom and fulfilling the same obligation” despite 
different statuses.14 Statistically, homosexual activity is legal in Cambodia, although the 
same-sex marriage does not state in Cambodian law but some region recognized it as 
no law against the issue.15 The lack of recognition and protection of LGBTQ+ people 
made them feel isolated and prevent them from fully enjoying the rights to participate  
in the society.16 Nonetheless, on January 2023, a UN expert stated that Cambodia starts  
to integrating of LGBT persons in all sectors and protecting them from violence and 
discrimination.17 
 
In general, even though the recognition of homosexuality has been widely accepted in 
some countries, it can be seen as a challenge when discussing such matters with family  
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and friends as half of the respondents 
are likely to have a negative 
reaction.18 Therefore, legal 
recognition plays a crucial role in 
affirming one’s self-worth and social 
responsibility.19 
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